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1. Introduction 
 
1.1 The National Planning Policy Framework1 (NPPF) requires planning 

policies to be based on robust and up-to-date assessments on the 
needs for open space, sports and recreation facilities and opportunities 
for new provision to determine what provision is required. The table 
below summarises the primary purpose of each form of open space 
whilst recognising that most areas can perform multiple functions. 

 
Open Space Typologies 
 
 Type Primary Purpose 

G
re

en
sp

ac
e 

Parks and gardens 
 

Accessible, high quality opportunities for 
informal recreation and community events. 
 

Natural and semi-natural 
greenspaces, including 
urban woodland 

Wildlife conservation, biodiversity and 
environmental education and awareness. 

Green corridors 
 

Walking, cycling or horse riding, whether for 
leisure purposes or travel, and opportunities 
for wildlife migration. 
 

Outdoor sports facilities Participation in outdoor sports, such as pitch 
sports, tennis, bowls, athletics or 
countryside and water sports. 

Amenity space 
 

Opportunities for informal activities close to 
home or work or enhancement of the 
appearance of residential or other areas. 
 

Provision for children and 
young people 
 

Areas designed primarily for play and social 
interaction involving children and young 
people, such as equipped play areas, ball 
courts, skateboard areas and teenage 
shelters. 

Allotments, community 
gardens and urban farms 
 

Opportunities for those people who wish to 
do so to grow their own produce as part of 
the long term promotion of sustainability, 
health and social inclusion. 
 

Cemeteries, disused 
churchyards and other 
burial grounds 

Quiet contemplation and burial of the dead, 
often linked to the promotion of wildlife 
conservation and biodiversity. 

 
 

                                                 
1 Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, National Planning Policy 
Framework (July 2018), paragraph 96  
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Salford Greenspace Strategy SPD and how it relates to the 
Open Space chapter of the Infrastructure Delivery Plan 
 
1.2 The NPPF2 requires robust and up-to-date assessments to identify 

specific needs and quantitative or qualitative deficits or surpluses of 
open space, sports and recreational facilities in the local area. The city 
council considers that open space standards should be set locally, as 
some national standards cannot cater for local circumstances, such as 
differing demographic profiles and the extent of existing built 
development in an area. 
 

1.3 The Salford Greenspace Strategy Supplementary Planning Document 
(SPD) was originally adopted in July 2006 to define the local open 
space standards for the city. The SPD has been fully reviewed and has 
been replaced by an updated version (January 2019). The format and 
content of the SPD has been revised, concentrating solely on the local 
open space standards, which are long-term targets, and supplementary 
policies. The open space chapter of the infrastructure delivery plan 
(IDP) has been updated to provide details of the sites required to meet 
the local open space standards, which will be updated regularly, and 
also contains analysis from the Greenspace Audit 2017/18.  

 
1.4 This open space chapter is structured around the greenspace 

typologies in terms of:  
 

 Local recreation standards – defining the specific requirements for 
each standard including a target for the maximum distance that 
residents population would be expected to travel to a facility;  

 Existing provision – sites meeting the local standard in January 
2019; 

 Refurbishments – to existing provision to ensure that the quality of 
sites and individual facilities is retained; 

 Proposed provision – locations where an identified investment 
programme would deliver specific improvements to achieve a 
local recreation standard for a new area of the city;  

 Discounted sites – sites which were assessed to meet a particular 
local recreation standard but are not considered feasible due to 
specific issues including no investment programme for the 
delivery, no public access by right, size of the site, proximity to 
residential properties or other land uses, and alternative uses;  

 Perceived deficits and pressures – the residential areas that 
would continue to have inadequate access to a particular 
standard once the proposed provision has been delivered. 

 
 
 

                                                 
2 Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, National Planning Policy 
Framework (July 2018), paragraph 96  
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Implementation and Investment Programmes 
 

1.5 Within each local standard, proposals have been identified for the 
refurbishment of existing facilities and to enhance areas or specific 
sites with new facilities. At this stage the majority of the costs identified 
in this chapter are broad estimates but the scale of investment required 
will be significant including, where appropriate, an ongoing 
management regime. Some sites will also require a combination of 
extensive land remediation, together with landscaping and planting, 
whilst others will only require investment in facilities. Delivery of 
facilities will be largely contingent on funding being secured as part of 
development schemes on adjacent / surrounding sites and the support 
of the landowner where this is not the city council. Facilities will be 
funded by any combination of: 

 
 On-site investment in open space (developer / landowner led) 

The city council will consider proposals for appropriate open space 
improvements within new housing developments. These will be 
funded by the developer for the benefit of new and existing 
residents. The remainder of the open space requirements will 
usually be provided off-site through a financial contribution provided 
by the developer (known as a section 106 agreement or s106). 
Where the on-site proposals are of good quality, provide a clear 
recreation function and suitably located this will normally result in a 
reduced financial contribution being sought (if any). 

 
 S106 funding provided by a nearby development  

The Planning Obligations SPD (adopted June 2015) sets out the city 
council’s approach towards securing planning obligations from 
development. Current costs are adjusted from 1 April each year to 
reflect any cost changes based on the Retail Pricing Index (RPI). 
Planning obligations are sought in order to mitigate the impact of 
new development, and to ensure that it is acceptable in planning 
terms. The level of financial contribution will normally be determined 
by the location of the development having consideration of the 
infrastructure needs of the site. Where the contribution is spent will 
depend on the local priorities for local infrastructure including open 
space, education provision, public realm or transport. 

 
 Comprehensive Regeneration Activity 

Major regeneration initiatives will provide opportunities for a 
comprehensive approach to be taken to the enhancement of some 
of the city’s neighbourhoods. The assembly of strategic sites, 
reorganisation of land uses, and expenditure of major sums of both 
public and private finance will enable new greenspaces to be 
provided and existing greenspaces to be improved, on a scale that 
would otherwise be impossible. In some circumstances there may be 
limited opportunities for the city council’s capital programme to fund 
or part fund new and improved facilities.  
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 Grant funding  
The IDP provides a framework for bidding for and spending grant 
funding from a wide range of sources, by establishing a clear set of 
priorities within a well-reasoned strategy. This will help to ensure that 
any funding secured is invested in a planned and coordinated 
manner, maximising its benefits to the local communities, rather than 
on an ad hoc basis. 

 
 Partnership Working 

It is anticipated that Salford’s various partners will also have regard 
to this IDP, and will align their own plans and strategies with it 
wherever possible. Partnership working will also help to improve 
links to and between the greenspaces. 
 

 Discussions with Landowners 
The SPD provides a framework for all landowners to make decisions 
regarding their sites. The SPD focuses on those recreation sites that 
are publicly accessible, or where there is a realistic prospect of them 
becoming so, to ensure that it remains realistic and can be 
successfully implemented. The city council will engage with 
landowners to encourage them to open up their sites to the public, 
so that additional existing greenspaces can help to meet the 
standards within this SPD. 
 

 Neighbouring Local Authorities 
Local Authority and ward boundaries should not affect the use and 
enjoyment of greenspaces. In some cases the nearest local facilities 
available to residents in Salford will be located in a neighbouring 
local authority. Salford City Council will seek to work jointly with 
neighbouring local authorities to protect, provide, improve and 
maintain greenspaces and green access corridors. This principle will 
ensure that the available resources devoted to greenspaces are 
used most efficiently. 
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2. Audit of Existing Greenspace 2017/18 
 
Background 
 
2.1 Salford’s Greenspace audit 2017/18 considered a wide range of 

greenspaces, identifying the type, location, facilities provided, the 
quality of provision, and the level of accessibility. It utilised a range of 
data sources and methods to provide a comprehensive update of 
information held on individual sites: 

 
 Baseline Greenspace Audit in 2005/06 and updates to 2016/17; 
 Information from across the city council, for example in terms of 

ongoing monitoring of facilities being added and removed from 
specific sites, the quality of formal open spaces, and the dual use of 
education playing fields; 

 Desktop surveys of all sites using mapping tools (GIS) and recent 
aerial photography to plot accurate boundaries and measure the 
area of different facilities; 

 A Playing Pitch Strategy3 – updating the supply and availability for 
grass and artificial sports pitches for football, rugby league, rugby 
union, cricket and hockey, and some other outdoor sports facilities 
(bowling and tennis), as well as the demand from local teams for 
such facilities; 

 Allotment status reports4 – monitoring the use of plots available at 
city council and self-managed sites; and 

 Site of biological importance – habitat surveys completed on behalf 
of the city council by Greater Manchester Ecology Unit (GMEU) 

 
2.2 The audit includes all sites regardless of quality, whether they are in 

public or private ownership, or their degree of public accessibility. 
However the audit does not include amenity/civic open space and other 
pedestrian areas that are primarily part of the urban scene, or which act 
as a landscape setting. 

 
Public Access to Greenspace 
 
2.3 The level of public access to greenspace varies but can be broadly 

categorised according to the type of facility: 
 

 Unlimited access – sites and facilities that are available for use 
without restrictions including public parks, country parks, woodland, 
play areas, amenity space and some sports facilities (public sports 
pitches are generally available for informal use apart from during 
formal bookings). Some perimeter gates will be locked at dusk;  

                                                 
3 Knight, Kavanagh & Page (2018) Salford Community Leisure (Salford City Council) 
Playing Pitch Assessment and Playing Pitch Strategy & Action Plan Reports 
4 Salford City Council (2018) Allotment Monthly Status Report July 2018 
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 Dual use – usually grass and artificial sports pitches for education 
uses, which are also available for community use (for a booking fee) 
where spare capacity is available; 

 Restricted access – including allotments which are only accessible 
to plot holders (annual rental charge and conditions of use); 

 Members only – some ‘Other Outdoor Sports’ facilities such as 
tennis courts and bowling greens and the majority of golf courses 
charge membership fees; or 

 Private – no access to the general public.  
 
2.4 Whilst many public sports pitches are also available for informal use, 

alongside formal bookings, many education sports pitches are only 
available for dual use through formal use by clubs. Similarly access to 
‘Other Outdoor Sports’ such as tennis courts and bowling greens varies 
(some form of membership is usually required to gain access) 

 
Scale and Distribution of Greenspace  
 
2.5 The audit for 2017/18 demonstrates that there have been several 

changes to the quantity of different types of green spaces since the 
baseline audit in 2005/06. The 2017/18 audit identified a total of 
2,151.47ha of green space compared to 1,958.55ha in 2005/06, which 
represents an increase of nearly 193ha. The majority of the 
greenspace resource is freely accessible to the general public. The 
quantity of accessible green space has also increased from 1,136.53ha 
in 2005/06 to 1,247.16ha in 2017/18.  

 
2.6 Annex 1a sets out the distribution of that greenspace by 

Neighbourhood Area, in terms of absolute quantities, and the area that 
is publicly accessible. 

 
2.7 The largest concentrations of greenspace, regardless of type, 

ownership or accessibility, are found in Swinton (420ha), Worsley and 
Boothstown (413ha), Irlam and Cadishead (387ha), and Walkden and 
Little Hulton (364ha). Eccles and Claremont & Weaste have small 
areas of greenspace overall, but a higher proportion that is accessible 
to the general public. The area of greenspace continues to be 
significantly less in Central Salford than in the west of the city, with 
Ordsall and Langworthy having a particularly low level, especially when 
public accessibility is taken into account. 
 

2.8 The location of the greenspaces within Salford that were identified 
during the audit is set out in Annex 2. 

 
2.9 The baseline audit demonstrated the wide variety of different types of 

greenspace that can be found in Salford. Annex 1b sets out the area of 
each type of greenspace that is found in each of the Neighbourhood 
Areas and the city as a whole. It should be noted that there is a degree 
of overlap between the different types of "wider green space", as some 
sites fulfil more than one function. For example, Clifton Country Park 
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(77.15ha) is recorded not only as a country park, but also as several 
other types including a Site of Biological Importance (49.30ha), Local 
Nature Reserve (47.24ha), Woodland (43.97ha), Reservoir (7.35ha), a 
Loopline (6.18ha), and play areas (0.29ha). 

 
2.10 In general there has been a gradual improvement to both the quantity 

and quality of facilities with some sites being replaced through area 
regeneration or lost to other types of land uses. Whilst Annex 1a and 
Annex1b focus on the changes to the quantity of open space identified 
by the two audits, there is a wide range of reasons to explain the 
differences: 

 
New Sites including 
 Strategic and Local Natural Greenspace at Cutacre Country Park; 
 An expanded Strategic Natural Greenspace at Kersal Dale now 

incorporates a new wetland area (14ha) to the north of the Old 
Racecourse Playing Fields with new cycle and footpath routes; 

 Local Natural Greenspace at Little Woolden Moss (nearly 100ha); 
 Local Natural Greenspace (wet woodland) at Cleavley Nursery; 

 
Enhanced Facilities  
The quality and range of facilities (towards the local recreation 
standards on existing sites) 
 Significant refurbishment and enhancements to Peel Park, East 

Salford benefiting from a Heritage Lottery grant, which has been 
upgraded to meet the District Park, NEAP and LEAP standards;  

 Replacement sports pitches at the Old Racecourse Playing Fields 
within the new flood storage basin;   

 Refurbished footbridge access over the River Irwell; 
 One additional District Park increasing the total number to eleven; 
 One additional play facility for older children (NEAP); 

 
Enhanced or Restricted Access 
 Sports pitches in particular, at several education sites, have become 

available for shared (dual) use with the local community and sports 
clubs;  

 Sports pitches at the Old Racecourse Playing Fields will become 
publicly available at the second flood storage basin once the surface 
has become established, with new changing rooms planned; and 

 Access to sites can vary overtime, particularly sports pitches that are 
mainly used for education purposes.  

 
Status Changes 
 Some sports pitches are now categorised as ‘Other Outdoor Sports’; 

and 
 Some sites no longer have public access. 

 
Replacement Facilities  
 Replacement facilities negotiated through planning applications 

which affect playing fields or other types of open space; and 
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 Sports pitches provided on-site and off-site as part of modern school 
developments. 

 
Loss of Facilities 
 Some net loss has been permitted to concentrate on providing high 

quality facilities rather than just maintaining the quantity of facilities; 
 Some facilities, particularly play areas have been removed or 

relocated due to being located too close to residential properties or 
vandalism; 

 Small-scale incremental loss around the perimeter of open space 
sites to unauthorised garden extensions. Planning policy aims to 
resist any incremental loss. Where appropriate, action has been 
taken against individual households / landowners; and 

 Where minimum local recreation standards have been achieved, 
robust justification has been provided to permit the loss of selected 
small sites. 

 
Mapping Corrections 
 Using the most recent ordnance survey map bases and recent aerial 

photography to improve the accuracy of site boundaries; 
 Updating the sites of biological importance boundaries based on the 

most recent site surveys (Greater Manchester Ecology Unit) – both 
losses and gains; 

 Removing sites or parts of sites that have been lost to other 
authorised uses, for example planning permission for residential 
development; and 

 Removal of school buildings and playgrounds. 
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3 Natural Greenspace 
 
Local Nature Reserves 

 
3.1 The local nature reserve standard derives directly from the Natural England ANGSt standard, relating to the area of local 

nature reserve per 1,000 population. This standard has not previously been adopted in Salford but has been consulted upon 
as part of the Draft Local Plan. 
 

3.2 A local nature reserve (or LNR) is a statutory designation5 defined as: 
 

 Being of importance for wildlife, geology, education or public enjoyment; 
 Providing access to the natural environment; 
 Being controlled by the local authority through ownership, lease or agreement with the owner; and 
 Having the main aim to maintain and enhance the natural features which make the site special. 

 
Existing Provision and Refurbishments required  
 

3.3 There are six existing local nature reserves within Salford, which are described in Table 3.1: 
 

 Kersal Dale (29.2 hectares) 
 Kersal Moor (7.9 hectares) 
 Three Sisters (4.4 hectares) 
 Clifton Country Park (48.0 hectares) 
 Blackleach Country Park (27.9 hectares) 
 Worsley Woods (28.0 hectares) 

                                                 
5 Made under Section 21 of the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949, and amended by Schedule 11 of the Natural Environment and Rural 
Communities Act 2006 
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Table 3.1 Existing Local Nature Reserves and Future Refurbishments  
Site(s) Description6 Refurbishments Proposed 

(estimated cost) 
East Salford 
ESA/001 Kersal Dale  Grade C site of biological importance 

 Mixture of mature woodland and neutral 
grassland bordered by the River Irwell. 

 Path infrastructure (£150,000) 
 

ESA/002 Kersal Moor  Grade B site of biological importance 
 Mosaic of acid grassland and lowland heath 

(both UK Biodiversity Priority Habitats). 

 Habitat management (£5,000 per year) 
 Access and infrastructure improvements 

(£50,000) 
Eccles 
ECC/001 Three Sisters 

(approved by Natural 
England in 2014) 

 Grade B site of biological importance  
 Marsh, neutral grassland and three small 

ponds (UK Biodiversity Priority Habitat)   

 Replacement of dipping platforms 
(£20,000) 

 Habitat management (£5,000 per year) 
 Access and infrastructure improvements 

(£50,000) 
Swinton 
SWI/001 Clifton Country Park  Grade B site of biological importance 

 Woodland and meadowland, with ponds 
and a lake. A visitor centre serves the site. 

 Internal footpaths and cycle routes linking 
to access points and strategic recreation 
routes beyond the park (£200,000) 

 Viewing platform access (£40,000) 
 Replace street furniture and install new 

signage (£40,000) 
Walkden & Little Hulton 
WLH/001 Blackleach Country 

Park 
 Grade B site of biological importance 
 Woodland, meadowland and a reservoir. A 

visitor centre serves the site. 

 Access infrastructure (£100,000) 

                                                 
6 Sites of biological importance (SBI) are identified by the city council, based on assessments by the Greater Manchester Ecology Unit. The sites are graded 
based on their ecological value – County Importance (Grade A), District Importance (Grade B), or More than Local Importance (Grade C). 
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Worsley & Boothstown 
WBO/001 Worsley Woods  Grade B site of biological importance 

 Linked woodland areas. 
 Access and infrastructure (£100,000) 
 Refurbish/replace play area (£50,000) 

 
3.4 Annex 3 identifies the spatial distribution of the six existing local nature reserves, and the three proposed areas. A 

calculation of the site areas indicates that there is currently provision for nearly three-quarters of the residential population, 
concentrated in the northern half of the city and Eccles. In 2006 the city had five local nature reserves, this number 
increased to six in 2014 when the Three Sisters site was approved by Natural England. 
 
Proposed Provision 

 
3.5 Opportunities for increased local nature reserve provision will be considered at: Clifton Moss South (Swinton North) 

(SWI/002) in a joint initiative with Bolton Metropolitan District Council; a new wetland area (ESA/003) that has been created 
to the north of the Old Racecourse Playing Fields (Irwell Riverside) as part of the second flood storage basin; and at Little 
Woolden Moss, Cadishead (IRC/001) which is managed by Lancashire Wildlife Trust. Additional opportunities within the city 
are constrained by the very specific criteria of this statutory designation (type, quality, and management regime) to meet this 
standard. A high standard of ongoing management will be required just to maintain the current level of provision. 
Notwithstanding this, the city council will work with landowners and partners to bring about new sites where practical. 
Opportunities will also be considered to improve access to both of the local standards for natural greenspace. 
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Strategic Natural Greenspace 
 
3.6 The Strategic Natural Greenspace standard adopted in Salford derives directly from the ANGSt standard, relating to the proportion 

of households being within 2,000m walking distance of a natural greenspace of at least 20 hectares in size. 
 
3.7 A Strategic Semi-Natural Greenspace is defined as: 

 Being at least 20 hectares in size; 
 Providing significant areas for a rich variety of wildlife to thrive; and 
 Publicly accessible without restrictions on entry. 

 
Existing Provision and Refurbishments required  

 
3.8 There are eight existing areas of strategic natural greenspace within Salford, which are described in Table 3.2: 

 
 Kersal Dale and Wetland Area (47.3 hectares) 
 River Irwell Old Course, including Princes Park, Former Ferry Hill Tip and Towns Gate SBI (20 hectares) 
 New Moss Wood (31.8 hectares) 
 Clifton Country Park (77.98 hectares) 
 Slack Brook Open Space (113 hectares) 
 Blackleach Country Park (32.4 hectares) 
 Cutacre Country Park (47.0 hectares) 
 Worsley Woods & Wardley Woods (41.3 hectares) 

 
Table 3.2 Existing Strategic Natural Greenspaces and Future Refurbishments  

Site(s) Description Refurbishments Proposed 
(estimated cost) 

East Salford 
ESA/001,  
ESA/003 

Kersal Dale 
Wetland area (Old 
Racecourse) 

 Local nature reserve (existing / proposed) 
and Grade C site of biological importance 

 Mixture of mature woodland and neutral 
grassland bordered by the River Irwell 

 Path infrastructure at Kersal Dale (£250,000) 
 Maintain and enhance as part of existing 

management  

Irlam & Cadishead 
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Site(s) Description Refurbishments Proposed 
(estimated cost) 

IRC/002, 
IRC/003, 
IRC/004 

River Irwell Old 
Course (3 sites) 

 Three linked sites including two sites of 
biological importance 

 Infrastructure works including a circular path 
within Princes Park (£280,000) 

IRC/005 New Moss Wood  Woodland and open space owned and 
managed by the Woodland Trust 

 Managed by the Woodland Trust 

Swinton 
SWI/001 Clifton Country Park  Local nature reserve and Grade B site of 

biological importance 
 Woodland and meadowland, with ponds 

and a lake served by a visitor centre.  

 Internal footpaths and cycle routes linking to 
access points and strategic recreation routes 
beyond the park (£200,000) 

 Viewing platform access (£40,000) 
 Replace street furniture and install new signage 

(£40,000) 
 Replacement and extension of play facilities 

(£100,000) 
SWI/003 Slack Brook Open 

Space 
 Woodland, meadows and two sites of 

biological importance 
 Part of City Forest Park within the Irwell 

Valley 

 Managed by the Forestry Commission as part of 
City Forest Park 

 Cycle routes (£100,000) 

Walkden & Little Hulton 
WLH/001 Blackleach Country 

Park 
 Local nature reserve and Grade B site of 

biological importance 
 Woodland, meadowland and a reservoir 

served by a visitor centre.  

 Access infrastructure (£50,000) 
 

WLH/002 Cutacre Country Park  New country park created (2017) alongside 
existing sites of biological importance 

 New ecological ponds, woodland and other 
habitat areas with recreation routes and 
viewing areas. 

 Managed privately 

Worsley & Boothstown 
WBO/001 Worsley Woods & 

Wardley Woods 
 Local nature reserve and Grade B site of 

biological importance 
 Access infrastructure (£100,000) 
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3.9 There is a clear spatial dimension to the distribution of strategic natural greenspace across the city, and there continues to be 
particular areas of deficit. Annex 4 identifies the seven existing areas of strategic natural greenspace, and the three proposed areas, 
together with 2,000m walking distance catchments for each7. The plan highlights that the areas of Irlam and Cadishead, Worsley, 
Walkden, Swinton and Pendlebury, and Kersal and Broughton are reasonably well served by access to existing strategic natural 
greenspace. Parts of Salford also has access to larger 100 hectare and 500 hectare sites in neighbouring local authorities such as at 
Prestwich Forest Park, Heaton Park and Cutacre Country Park. 

 
Proposed Provision 

 
3.10 Two locations have been proposed across the city to meet the strategic natural greenspace standard (Table 3.3). These are open 

areas of 20 hectares or more in size, where the strategic natural greenspace standard could be implemented subject to the delivery 
of specified improvements (for example securing landowner agreement to public access, land remediation, landscaping and 
planting, and changing the management regime to encourage the colonisation of a wider range of species and biodiversity).The 
following three sites have an implementation plan to  deliver  a new strategic natural greenspace subject to specific enhancements 
and appropriate funding becoming available: 

 
Table 3.3 Proposed Strategic Natural Greenspaces 
Site(s) Description and Enhancements Proposed 

 
Swinton 
SWI/004, 
SWI/005 

Former Swinton Wastewater 
Treatment Works and Campbell 
Road Playing Fields 

 Two separate sites owned by United Utilities and the city council (total 32ha) 
 Significant investment required for land remediation to address contamination from 

former uses, habitat creation and planting to deliver a natural greenspace. 
 Enabling development on-site (United Utilities) 

Walkden & Little Hulton 
WLH/003 Former Ellenbrook Brickworks  Largely derelict former brickworks which is mainly in private ownership (20ha) 

 Site of biological importance, with re-colonised woodland, scrub and grassland and 
a number of water features  

 Investment required for land remediation to address contamination from its former 
use and to create a network of safe routes and access 

 Enabling development on adjoining site (Burgess Farm) 

                                                 
7 The 1,200m straight line catchments reflect a 2,000m walking distance (Salford Greenspace Strategy SPD, paragraph 2.7). 
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Discounted Sites 
 
3.11 Table 3.4 identifies the sites that already have some nature conservation value either as local natural greenspace and/or through 

access via the public right of network. They could provide strategic natural greenspace but there is currently inadequate information 
available to demonstrate that they could be implemented. Notwithstanding this, there may be potential for these sites to make a 
positive contribution in terms of the provision of publicly accessible natural greenspace, and the city council will work with 
landowners and partners to bring this about where practical. This will be particularly important in existing areas of deficit, where the 
creation of any new natural greenspace will be a priority. 

 
Table 3.4 Discounted Strategic Natural Greenspaces 
Site(s) Explanation 
ECC/002 
ECC/003 
ECC/004 

Brookhouse Community 
Woodland (plus Moat Hall Wood, 
and Cleavley Nursery) 

 These existing local natural greenspaces are relatively isolated, bounded by 
motorways and a railway line 

 No identified implementation plan for the required environmental improvements and 
habitat creation, including public access and links to other greenspaces 

SWI/005 Clifton / Wardley Moss 
 

 Existing local natural greenspace incorporating public rights of way, scrub and 
meadowland (27ha). The majority of the site is in private ownership. 

 Site feasibility studies and a master plan are required to identify habitat and public 
access improvements.  

WBO/002 Bridgewater Nature Park  The site is too small to deliver the strategic natural greenspace standard  
WBO/003 
WBO/004 

West Salford Greenway and 
Dukes Drive 
 

 Dukes Drive is an existing local natural greenspace (10ha) where there has been 
recent enhancements including habitat creation and improved footpaths 

 The majority of West Salford Greenway is in private ownership with public access 
restricted to the existing public rights of way through and surrounding the site 

 The majority of West Salford Greenway would need to have unrestricted access to 
meet this standard but there is currently no identified implementation plan. 

 The majority of the additional households that would have access to these sites 
would also be within the walking catchment of a new strategic natural greenspace 
proposed at the Former Swinton Wastewater Treatment Works 
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Perceived Deficits and Pressures  
 
3.12 Even where the two proposed sites are delivered, there would still be areas of deficit remaining: 
 

 Barton and Winton 
 Claremont and Weaste 
 Ordsall and Langworthy  
 The Regional Centre (including Salford Quays) 
 Parts of Worsley and Boothstown 

 
3.13 There are clearly no opportunities to introduce strategic natural greenspace in these locations given the built-up nature of the inner 

urban environment, and therefore it will be necessary that alternative mechanisms of delivering the objectives of natural greenspace 
are pursued. These should include: 

 
 Enhancing local natural greenspace – as set out in the Local Natural Greenspace section below, there are opportunities to 

improve existing areas of open space to meet the local natural greenspace standard. Whilst this is not of the scale of the 
strategic standard, it would help to achieve many of the same objectives. The delivery of the proposed local natural greenspace 
within these areas therefore becomes of key importance. 

 
 Maximising the potential for biodiversity – new development should support the creation of wildlife habitats in these areas, 

through the use of green roofs, provision of habitats as part of soft landscaping schemes, and incorporating measures to 
enhance biodiversity such as nesting boxes. This will support the objective of promoting biodiversity and human engagement 
with nature which underpins the purpose of natural greenspace.       

 
3.14 Given that the inner urban areas will also see significant new housing development, it will be particularly important that these 

alternatives to strategic natural greenspace are pursued in these locations. 
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Local Natural Greenspace 
 

3.15 At a local level the ANGSt standard recommends that all households should be within 300m (5 minutes’ walk) of an accessible 
natural greenspace of at least 2 hectares in size 
 

3.16 In Salford this has been translated this into the local natural greenspace standard which is defined as: 
 Being at least 1 hectare in size; 
 Providing areas for a variety of wildlife to thrive; and 
 Publicly accessible without restrictions on entry. 

 
3.17 The Salford Greenspace Strategy identifies that households should be within 500m walking distance of a local natural greenspace. 

This adapts the ANGSt standard slightly, in recognising that the 500m walking distance of the local standard will often equate to no 
more than a 300m straight line distance. It also adapts the ANGSt standard in terms of the minimum area threshold, where this is 
reduced to areas being at least 1 hectare in size. Nevertheless, it is considered important to retain a size threshold as natural 
greenspace areas need to be of a certain size in order to provide a genuine natural greenspace that is sustainable in terms of 
supporting a range of wildlife and offering a quality recreation experience for the user.  
 

3.18 Whilst the Salford standard does therefore adapt the ANGSt voluntary standard, it maintains the principle of the standard in terms of 
seeking to ensure that households are only a short walk from an area of quality natural greenspace. 

 
Existing Provision and Refurbishments required  
 

3.19 There are sixty-one existing areas of local natural greenspace within Salford, which are identified in Table 3.5: 
 
Table 3.5 Existing Local Natural Greenspaces and Future Refurbishments  
Site(s) Refurbishments Proposed 

(estimated cost where known) 
Claremont & Weaste 
CLW/001 Weaste Cemetery  Access and infrastructure improvements (£200,000) 
CLW/002 Buile Hill & Seedley Park  Access and infrastructure improvements (£400,000) 

 Replace street furniture and install new signage (£40,000)                 
 Refurbish lighting (£40,000) 

CLW/003 Lightoaks Park  Replace street furniture and signage (£25,000) 
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Site(s) Refurbishments Proposed 
(estimated cost where known) 

 Access and infrastructure improvements (£40,000) 
CLW/004 Oakwood Park  Tree management (£29,000) 

 Access and infrastructure improvements (£80,000) 
 Replace street furniture and install new signage (£25,000) 

East Salford 
ESA/001 Kersal Dale  See Strategic Natural Greenspace section 
ESA/002 Kersal Moor  Habitat management (£5,000 per year) 

 Access and infrastructure improvements (£50,000) 
ESA/003 Wetland area (Old Racecourse Playing Fields)  See Strategic Natural Greenspace section 
ESA/004 Manchester, Bolton & Bury Canal (East Salford)  Pedestrian/cycle routes connecting the river with the canal 

(£100,000) 
ESA/005 River Irwell (East Salford)  Pedestrian/cycle routes connecting the river with the canal 

(£200,000) 
ESA/006 Brindle Heath Lagoons (Duchy Lagoons)  Public realm and access improvements around the lagoons 

(£100,00) 
ESA/007 Clowes Park  Improve water quality to lake (£250,000) 

 Replace street furniture and signage (£25,000) 
 Access and infrastructure improvements (£50,000) 

ESA/008 Crescent Meadows  Habitat Management (£5,000 per year) 
Eccles 
ECC/001 Three Sisters  Replacement of dipping platforms (£20,000) 

 Habitat management (£5,000 per year) 
 Access and infrastructure improvements (£50,000) 

ECC/003 Moat Hall Wood  Upgraded as part of Port Salford Greenway  
 Retain and enhance as part of existing management 

ECC/005 Swinton/ Monton Walkway (Eccles)  Future investment planned to upgrade cycle and pedestrian routes  
ECC/006 Alder Forest  Retain and enhance as part of existing management 
ECC/007 St Mary’s Road  Retain and enhance as part of existing management 
ECC/008 Peel Green Cemetery  Retain and enhance as part of existing management 
ECC/009 Bridgewater Canal  Investment in footpaths and woodland management as part of the 

Bridgewater Canal Corridor master plan 
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Site(s) Refurbishments Proposed 
(estimated cost where known) 

ECC/010 Cleavley Nursery  Additional woodland management, footpath improvement and 
further water quality works (£70,000) 

Irlam & Cadishead 
IRC/001 Little Woolden Moss  Managed by Lancashire Wildlife Trust 
IRC/002 River Irwell Old Course  Enhance access to coarse fishing platforms (£50,000) 
IRC/003 Princes Park  Pathway, infrastructure and entrance works (£200,000) 

 Replace street furniture and install new signage (£40,000) 
IRC/004 Former Ferry Hill Tip & Towns Gate SBI   Retain and enhance as part of existing management 
IRC/005 New Moss Wood  Managed by the Woodland Trust 
IRC/006 Glazebrook Valley  Retain and enhance as part of existing management 
IRC/007 Northbank Industrial Estate  Retain and enhance as part of existing management 
Ordsall & Langworthy 
OLA/001 Aylesbury Close  Remodelling / enhancement as part of Pendleton regeneration 
Swinton 
SWI/001 Clifton Country Park  See Strategic Natural Greenspace section 
SWI/003 Slack Brook Open Space  See Strategic Natural Greenspace section 
SWI/005 Campbell Road Playing Fields  Enhancements subject to wider master plan 
SWI/006 Clifton / Wardley Moss  Retain and enhance as part of existing management (proposed 

designation as a new Local Nature Reserve) 
SWI/007 Robin Hood Sidings  Managed by the Forestry Commission 
SWI/008 Queensmere  Managed by the Forestry Commission 
SWI/009 Swinton/ Monton Walkway (Black Harry & The Dell)  Access and infrastructure improvements (£150,000) 
SWI/010 Manchester, Bolton & Bury Canal (Swinton)  Pedestrian/cycle routes connecting the river with the canal 

(£100,000) 
SWI/011 Northern Cemetery  Retain and enhance as part of existing management 
SWI/012 River Irwell (Swinton)  Pedestrian/cycle routes connecting the river with the canal 

(£100,000) 
Walkden & Little Hulton 
WLH/001 Blackleach Country Park  See Strategic Natural Greenspace section 
WLH/002 Cutacre Country Park  See Strategic Natural Greenspace section 
WLH/004 Linnyshaw Loopline  Future investment planned to upgrade cycle and pedestrian routes  
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Site(s) Refurbishments Proposed 
(estimated cost where known) 

WLH/005 How Clough  Enhance woodland management and access paths (£100,000)  
WLH/006 Peel Hall Woodland  Retain and enhance as part of existing management 
WLH/007 Tydlesley Loopline  Retain and enhance as part of existing management 
WLH/008 Hilton Lane Walkway (Strategic Recreation Route)  Future investment planned to upgrade cycle and pedestrian routes  
WLH/009 Land at Greencourt Drive  Retain and enhance as part of existing management 
WLH/010 Ashton’s Field Colliery Open Space  Retain and enhance as part of existing management 
WLH/011 Land Fronting East Lancashire Road  Retain and enhance as part of existing management 
WLH/012 Cranleigh Drive  Retain and enhance as part of existing management 
WLH/013 Hilton Lane (forms part of Hilton Lane Walkway)  Retain and enhance as part of existing management 
WLH/014 Woodland at Linnyshaw Moss  Access improvements (£100,000) 
WLH/015 New Madams Wood  Retain and enhance as part of existing management 
WLH/016 Land at Beech Grove  Retain and enhance as part of existing management 
WLH/017 Parr Fold Park  Improvements and upgrade to sport facilities (£170,00) 

 Replace street furniture and signage (£40,000) 
 Access and infrastructure improvements (£60,000) 

Worsley & Boothstown 
WBO/001 Worsley Woods & Wardley Woods  See Strategic Natural Greenspace section 
WBO/002 Bridgewater Nature Park  Enhance existing facilities through enabling development on 

adjoining sites  
WBO/004 Dukes Drive  Retain and enhance as part of existing management 
WBO/005 Brickfield Wood SBI  Retain and enhance as part of existing management 
WBO/006 Queen Ann Drive  Retain and enhance as part of existing management 
WBO/007 Tyldesley Loopline  Retain and enhance as part of existing management 
WBO/008 Bridgewater Canal  Investment in footpaths and woodland management as part of the 

Bridgewater Canal Corridor master plan 
 
3.20 There is a clear spatial dimension to the distribution of local natural greenspace across the city, and there are particular areas of 

deficit. Annex 5 identifies the fifty-six existing sites of local natural greenspace, and ten proposed areas, together with 500m walking 
distance catchments for each8. The plan highlights that the majority of the residential areas of the city are reasonably well served by 

                                                 
8 The 300m straight line catchments reflect a 500m walking distance (Salford Greenspace Strategy SPD, paragraph 2.7). 
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access to local natural greenspace, although there are notable areas of deficit in parts of Central Salford, the Regional Centre and 
Swinton South. 
 
Proposed Provision 

 
3.21 Eight sites have been proposed across the city to meet the local natural greenspace standard (Table 3.6). Several of these sites are 

existing green spaces of at least 1 hectare in size, where there is an implementation plan to meet the standard subject to the 
delivery of specific enhancements, in particular additional planting and alternative management regimes, and appropriate funding 
becoming available. 
 

3.22 Delivering the alternative management regime, will require a culture change both in terms of the city council’s or other landowner’s 
approach as land manager, and in terms of local community perception which may currently value the formal managed nature of the 
open space more highly. Community perception is likely to be a more significant issue where the existing park is small in scale and 
therefore giving over at least 1 hectare of the land area to more natural greenspace may not be supported. Notwithstanding these 
potential barriers to change, it is considered that the following sites could readily achieve the local natural greenspace standard: 

 
Table 3.6 Proposed Local Natural Greenspaces 
Site(s) Enhancements Proposed 

(estimated cost where known) 
ECC/002 Brookhouse Community Woodland  Access improvements to the existing local natural greenspace features 

(£50,000) 
ECC/011 Winton Park  Supplementary planting to enhance the existing open parkland and mature trees 

that already provide some local natural greenspace (£10,000) 
SWI/003 Former Swinton Wastewater 

Treatment Works 
 Nature park funded through enabling development on-site (United Utilities) 

WLH/002 Former Ellenbrook Brickworks  Limited enhancements funded by enabling development on the adjoining site 
(Burgess Farm)  

WLH/018 Linnyshaw Reservoirs  Supplementary planting to this existing site of biological importance that is 
largely occupied by open reservoir (£20,000) 

WLH/019 Whittle Brook Reservoir  Supplementary planting to this existing site of biological importance that is 
largely occupied by open reservoir (£20,000) 

WLH/020 Peel Park  Supplementary planting and alternative management (£10,000) 
WBO/009 Land to North of Simpson Grove  Supplementary planting and alternative management (£20,000) 
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Discounted Sites 
 
3.23 Table 3.7 identifies the sites that already have nature conservation value or the potential to provide it but there is currently 

inadequate information available to demonstrate that they could be implemented. Notwithstanding this, there may be potential for 
these sites to make a positive contribution in terms of the provision of publicly accessible natural greenspace, and the city council 
will work with landowners and partners to bring this about where practical. This will be particularly important in existing areas of 
deficit, where the creation of any new natural greenspace will be a priority. 

 
Table 3.7 Discounted Sites  
Site(s) Explanation 
CLW/005 Stott Lane Playing Fields   Detached playing fields for the new Oasis Academy and local sports clubs, and car 

parking for Salford Royal Hospital with very limited scope to provide publicly 
accessible natural greenspace 

ESA/009 Albert Park 
 

 Delivery of the local natural greenspace standard is unlikely without compromising 
existing recreation facilities within this park. 

ESA/010 Mandley Park  
 

 Delivery of the local natural greenspace standard is unlikely without compromising 
existing recreation facilities within this small park.  

ESA/011 Charlestown Park  
 

 The existing greenspaces will be replaced as part of the comprehensive 
redevelopment of the Charlestown Riverside area, however there will be very limited 
scope to incorporate publicly accessible natural greenspace 

ECC/012 Eccles Recreation Ground 
 

 Delivery of the local natural greenspace standard is unlikely without compromising 
existing recreation facilities within this small park. 

ECC/013 Patricroft Recreation Ground  Majority of the site is in use as sports pitches, therefore there is limited scope for 
additional natural greenspace.  

 Improvements to the existing local natural greenspace along the Bridgewater Canal 
will also help to address local deficits  

IRC/008 Cadishead Park 
 

 Delivery of the local natural greenspace standard is unlikely without compromising 
existing recreation facilities within this small park. 

OLA/002 River Irwell 
 

 There is potential to introduce pockets of natural greenspace along the river corridor 
but these would be unlikely to total a minimum of the 1 hectare threshold 

OLA/003 Ordsall Park 
 

 Delivery of the local natural greenspace standard is unlikely without compromising 
recent investment in existing recreation facilities within this park.  

OLA/004 Clarendon Park  The existing greenspaces will be replaced as part of the comprehensive 
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Site(s) Explanation 
redevelopment of the Pendleton area. There will be scope to incorporate some 
publicly accessible natural greenspace but not the area required for this standard. 

OLA/005 Langworthy Park (Chimney Pot) 
 

 Delivery of the local natural greenspace standard is unlikely without compromising 
recent investment in existing recreation facilities within this park. 

SWI/013 Land off Temple Drive & St. 
Augustine’s Church 

 Limited scope given that a significant proportion of the site is in use as a sports pitch 

SWI/014 
SWI/015 

Moorside Park and Beech Farm 
Playing Fields 

 Limited scope given that the majority of the site is in use as sports pitches and other 
formal recreation facilities but the delivery of some natural greenspace will be 
important to address existing deficits in Swinton South 

SWI/016 Victoria Park  Very limited scope to provide additional publicly accessible natural greenspace 
WLH/021 St. Mary’s Park  Delivery of the local natural greenspace standard is unlikely without compromising 

existing recreation facilities within this small park. 
WBO/003 West Salford Greenway  No implementation plan for this private site 

 
 
Perceived Deficits and Pressures 

 
3.24 Even where the eight proposed sites are delivered, there would still be areas of deficit remaining in: 
 

 Claremont and Weaste; 
 Ordsall and Langworthy; 
 Swinton South; and 
 The Regional Centre (including Salford Quays) 

 
3.25 Many existing open spaces, particularly neighbourhood and district parks, already make a positive contribution by providing some 

nature conservation value even if it may be less than 1 hectare in size. Outside of the proposed opportunities, there is limited scope 
to introduce natural greenspace of a meaningful scale in these locations given the built-up nature of the urban environment, and 
therefore it will be necessary that alternative mechanisms of delivering the objectives of natural greenspace are also pursued: 
 

 Maximising the potential for biodiversity – new development should support the creation of wildlife habitats in these areas, 
through the use of green roofs, provision of habitats as part of soft landscaping schemes, and incorporating measures to 
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enhance biodiversity such as nesting boxes. This will support the objective of promoting biodiversity and human engagement 
with nature which underpins the purpose of natural greenspace. 

 Enhancing opportunities for private garden / amenity space – new development should provide these important components 
of the green infrastructure network enabling residents to engage with nature and encourage biodiversity, thereby supporting 
some of the principles relating to natural greenspace.      

 
3.26 The Irwell River Park programme has the potential to facilitate the creation of natural greenspace along the River Irwell / Manchester 

Ship Canal Corridor. Given the scale of new residential development planned for the Regional Centre, it will be important that the 
programme delivers open space that cumulatively achieves the local natural greenspace standard where practicable. In the event 
that the formal nature of the public realm works, required to meet the programme objectives, mean that this cannot be achieved, it 
will still be key that the opportunity for Irwell River Park to create new areas of natural greenspace is maximised. In the same way 
that further upstream the Irwell provides local natural greenspace for the communities of Broughton, Charlestown and Kersal, this 
stretch of the River Irwell / Manchester Ship Canal corridor could provide a similar function for the Regional Centre.  
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4 Parks 
 
 District Parks 
 
4.1 The District Park standard adopted in Salford derives directly from the AGMA standard, relating to the proportion of 

households being within 3,200m walking distance of a District Park. All District Parks are also Neighbourhood Parks. 
 
4.2 A District Park is defined as: 

 Attracting visits of more than one hour; 
 Containing at least 10 facilities; 
 Being accessible by all means of transport, particularly public transport; and 
 Providing access to car parking and shelter within a five minute walking distance. 

 
Existing Provision and Refurbishments required 
 

4.3 There are eleven existing District Parks within Salford, which are described in Table 4.1: 
 
Table 4.1 Existing District Parks and Future Refurbishments  

Site(s) Description Refurbishments Proposed 
(estimated cost) 

Claremont & Weaste 
CLW/002 Buile Hill &  

Seedley Park 
 Open parkland, mature trees and formal 

facilities including a multi-use games area, 
croquet lawn, tennis courts and play areas  

 Salford’s largest park regularly hosts open 
air public events, and includes Buile Hill 
mansion and Buile Hill banqueting suite. 

 Access and infrastructure improvements 
(£300,000) 
Replace outdoor gym to meet new standards 
(£50,000) 

 Replace street furniture and install new 
signage (£40,000) 
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Site(s) Description Refurbishments Proposed 
(estimated cost) 

 Refurbish lighting (£40,000) 
East Salford 
ESA/009 Albert Park  Formal park with facilities that include a 

bowling green, a full-size artificial sports 
pitch, grass sports pitches and play areas 

 Refurbish play area (£150,000) 
 Outdoor gym (£50,000) 
 Park infrastructure (£50,000) 

ESA/012 Peel Park  Opened in 1846 as the first freely 
accessible public park  

 The formal park includes footpaths, play 
areas, landscaping and two sculptures set 
within mature trees which have been 
significantly refurbished using a Heritage 
Lottery Parks for People grant of £2.5M 

 Maintain and enhance as part of existing 
management  

Eccles 
ECC/011 Winton Park  Open parkland, mature trees and formal 

facilities including a bowling green, play 
areas, a band stand, informal sports 
pitches, multi-use games area, basketball 
court and formal gardens.  

 Play area (£50,000) 
 Replace outdoor gym (£75,000) 
 Replace street furniture and signage (£40,000) 
 Access and infrastructure improvements 

(£40,000) 
Irlam & Cadishead 
IRC/003 Princes Park  The park provides a wide range of facilities 

including grass sports pitches, a skate park 
(replaced in 2017), a bowling green, tennis 
courts, outdoor gym and play areas 

 The park is also a local natural greenspace 
due to the areas of mature trees. 

 Irlam Leisure Centre and Princes Park 
Garden Centre are located within the park  

 Pathway, infrastructure and entrance works 
(£200,000) 

 Play area investment (£60,000) 
 Replace street furniture and install new 

signage (£40,000) 
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Site(s) Description Refurbishments Proposed 
(estimated cost) 

Ordsall & Langworthy 
OLA/003 Ordsall Park 

 
 Formal park which has been upgraded over 

recent years to include an artificial turf pitch, 
enhanced play areas, a multi-use games 
area and outdoor gym 

 Refurbish play area including accessible 
equipment (£180,000) 

 Replace outdoor gym (£75,000) 
 Running route markers (£3,000) 
 Replace street furniture and signage (£30,000) 
 Access and infrastructure improvements 

(£60,000) 
 Tree planting (£15,000) 

Swinton 
SWI/001 Clifton Country Park  Grade B site of biological importance 

 Woodland and meadowland, with ponds, a 
lake and play areas for both age groups. 

 A visitor centre serves the site. 

 Internal footpaths and cycle routes linking to 
access points and strategic recreation routes 
beyond the park (£100,000) 

 Viewing platform access (£40,000) 
 Replace street furniture and install new 

signage (£40,000) 
 Play area (£75,000) 

SWI/015 Victoria Park  Formal park with facilities that include tennis 
courts, bowling green, play areas, an 
outdoor gym, a multi-use games area, a 
band stand, and formal gardens. 

 The first open space in the city to achieve 
the District park standard. 

 Play area (£100,000) 
 Upgrade outdoor gym (£50,000) 
 Access and infrastructure improvements 

(£40,000) 
 New multi-use games area (£90,000) 
 Replace street furniture and signage (£40,000) 

Walkden & Little Hulton 
WLH/001 Blackleach Country 

Park 
 Grade B site of biological importance 
 Woodland, meadowland, a reservoir and 

play area. 

 Outdoor exercise area – gym and running 
route markers (£50,000) 

 Car park resurfacing (£100,000) 
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Site(s) Description Refurbishments Proposed 
(estimated cost) 

 A visitor centre serves the site. 
WLH/017 Parr Fold Park  Formal park with facilities that include a 

bowling green, play areas, tennis courts, an 
outdoor gym, a skate park and formal 
gardens. The park is also a local natural 
greenspace due to the areas of mature 
trees, rock gardens and ponds. 

 Improvements and upgrade to sport facilities 
(£170,00) 

 Replace outdoor gym (£65,000) 
 Replace street furniture and signage (£40,000) 
 Access and infrastructure improvements 

(£60,000) 
WLH/020 Peel Park  Formal park with facilities that include a 

multi-use games area, play areas, an 
outdoor gym and formal gardens 

 Multi use games area (£60,000) 
 Upgrade outdoor gym (£50,000) 
 Replace street furniture and signage (£50,000) 
 Access and infrastructure improvements 

(£50,000) 
 

4.4 There is a clear spatial dimension to the distribution of District Parks across the city, and there are some relatively small 
areas of deficit. Annex 6 identifies the eleven existing District Parks with 3,200 walking distance catchments for each9. The 
plan highlights that the majority of the residential areas of the city are well served by access to a District Park, with many 
areas having good access to more than one park. This represents a significant improvement since the baseline in 2006 
when there was only one District Park (Victoria Park). 
 
 
Perceived Deficits and Pressures 
 

4.5 There are no proposed sites therefore small areas of deficit would remain concentrated around the periphery of the urban 
area: 
 

                                                 
9 The 1,920m straight line catchments reflect a 3,200m walking distance (Salford Greenspace Strategy SPD, paragraph 2.7). 
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 Parts of Swinton North; and 
 Parts of Worsley & Boothstown. 

 
4.6 New District Parks would be difficult to accommodate in these locations given their size and scale particularly given the built-

up nature of the inner urban environment. However these areas are both in close proximity to significant Strategic Natural 
Greenspaces at Clifton Country Park and Worsley Woods, which provide access to large-scale recreation sites, albeit ones 
with a less formal focus. These areas also have access to several Neighbourhood Parks.
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Neighbourhood Parks 
 
4.8 The Neighbourhood Park standard adopted in Salford derives directly from the AGMA standard, relating to the proportion of 

households being within 1,200m walking distance of a Neighbourhood Park. 
 
4.9 A Neighbourhood Park is defined as: 

 Attracting visits of up to one hour; 
 Having the principal functions of sport, play and relaxation; and 
 Containing between 4 and 9 facilities that appeal to a wide range of users; 

 
Existing Provision and Refurbishments required 

 
4.10 There are twenty-eight existing Neighbourhood Parks within Salford, which are described in Table 4.3: 
 
Table 4.3 Existing Neighbourhood Parks and Future Refurbishments 

Site(s) Description Refurbishments Proposed 
(estimated cost) 

Claremont & Weaste 
CLW/002 Buile Hill &  

Seedley Park 
 See District Park section  See District Park section 

CLW/003 Lightoaks Park  Formal park with facilities that include 
play areas, tennis courts and an outdoor 
gym, which includes mature trees and a 
pond (a local natural greenspace). 

 New and upgrade of sports facilities (£240,000) 
 Replace outdoor gym equipment (£50,000) 

Replace street furniture and signage (£25,000) 
 Access and infrastructure improvements 

(£40,000 ) 
CLW/004 Oakwood Park   Sports pitches and a play area 

surrounded by trees (a local natural 
greenspace) 

 Access and infrastructure improvements 
(£80,000) 

 Replace street furniture and install new signage 
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Site(s) Description Refurbishments Proposed 
(estimated cost) 
(£25,000) 

East Salford 
ESA/007 Clowes Park  Formal park with facilities that include 

public amenity space, play areas and a 
former boating lake. 

 Improve water quality to lake (£250,000) 
 Outdoor gym (£60,000) 
 Play area improvements (£100,000) 
 Replace street furniture and signage (£25,000) 
 Access and infrastructure improvements 

(£50,000) 
ESA/009 Albert Park  See District Park section  See District Park section 
ESA/010 Mandley Park  Small tree-lined park with facilities that 

include play areas, an outdoor gym and 
amenity space 

 Upgrade play areas (£200,000) 
 Replace gym equipment (£75,000) 
 Access and infrastructure improvements 

(£150,000) 
Replace street furniture and signage (£25,000) 

ESA/011 Charlestown Park  A new Neighbourhood park is to be 
created, to include a sports pitch for 
shared use, a play area and outdoor gym 
with links to a new linear park along the 
River Irwell 

 Replacement and reconfiguration of the park as 
part of the area regeneration 

ESA/012 Peel Park  See District Park section   See District Park section  
ESA/013 Bolton Road Playing 

Fields 
 Strategic split-level sports pitch site 

(football), which also includes a bowling 
green, play area and outdoor gym 

 Masterplan to guide improvements (£5,000) 
 Access and infrastructure improvements 

(£200,000) 
 Refurbish play area including new access 

(£75,000) 
 Replace outdoor gym (£50,000) 
 Replace street furniture and signage (£25,000) 
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Site(s) Description Refurbishments Proposed 
(estimated cost) 

ESA/014 Riverbank Park 
(Littleton Road) 

 Small park created as part of area 
regeneration, which includes play areas 
for older children and younger children 
and a multi-use games area 

 Refurbish play area (£75,000) 
 Access and infrastructure improvements 

(£50,000) 
 Street furniture and signage (£10,000) 

ESA/015 Blackfriars Park 
(North Hill Park) 

 Small park, which includes a mixture of 
formal and informal areas including a 
multi-use games area, a sports pitch and 
mature trees 

 Replace street furniture and signage (£10,000) 
 Access and infrastructure improvements 

(£15,000) 

ESA/016 Green Grosvenor 
Park (Ascension Rd) 

 New park created as part of area 
regeneration, which includes a play area 
for older children and gym equipment. 

 Increase range of play equipment (£75,000) 
 Community garden (£50,000) 
 Replace street furniture and signage (£25,000) 
 Access and infrastructure improvements 

(£15,000) 
Eccles 
ECC/011 Winton Park  See District Park section  See District Park section 
ECC/012 Eccles Recreation 

Ground 
 Small formal park with facilities that 

include play areas, a bowling green, 
multi-use games area, outdoor gym, 
tennis court and petanque (boules) 

 Refurbish play areas (£120,000) 
 Upgrade outdoor gym (£75,000) 
 Replace street furniture and signage (£30,000) 
 Tennis court improvements (£50,000) 
 Access and infrastructure improvements 

(£50,000) 
ECC/013 Patricroft Recreation 

Ground 
 Small park split over two sites. The 

facilities include sports pitches, bowling 
greens, a multi-use games area and a 
play area. 

 Refurbish existing park facilities (£50,000) 
 Infrastructure and boundary improvements 

(£100,000) 
 

Irlam & Cadishead 
IRC/002 Princes Park  See District Park section  See District Park section 
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Site(s) Description Refurbishments Proposed 
(estimated cost) 

IRC/007 Cadishead Park  Small park with facilities that include a 
sports pitch, bowling green, play areas, 
an outdoor gym, a multi-use games area, 
skate park and amenity space. 

 Access and infrastructure improvements 
(£140,000) to be completed in 2017 

 Refurbish play area (£50,000) 
 Replace outdoor gym (£65,000) 
 Replace street furniture and signage (£25,000) 

Ordsall & Langworthy 
OLA/003 Ordsall Park  See District Park section  See District Park section 
OLA/004 Clarendon Park  A new park is to be created which will 

include sports pitches, play areas, public 
amenity space, and other outdoor sports 
facilities.  

 Replacement and reconfiguration of the park as 
part of the area regeneration through the 
Pendleton PFI project. 

OLA/005 Langworthy Park 
(Chimney Pot Park) 

 Formal park with facilities that include 
play areas, a bowling green, a 5-a-side 
football pitch and public amenity space. 

 Refurbish play area (£190,000) 
 Access and infrastructure improvements 

(£50,000) 
 Replace street furniture and signage (£25,000) 

Swinton 
SWI/001 Clifton Country Park   See District Park section  See District Park section 
SWI/014 
SWI/015 

Moorside Park and 
Beech Farm Playing 
Fields 

 Small formal park adjacent to a larger 
area of sports pitches. Facilities include 
play areas, a multi-use games area, 
bowling green, all-weather pitch and 
skate park. 

 Refurbish play areas (£85,000) 
 Replace skate ramps (£100,000) 
 Install outdoor gym (£50,000) 
 Replace street furniture and signage (£25,000) 
 Access and infrastructure improvements 

(£40,000) 
SWI/016 Victoria Park  See District Park section  See District Park section 
Walkden & Little Hulton 
WLH/001 Blackleach Country 

Park  
 See District Park section  See District Park section 
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Site(s) Description Refurbishments Proposed 
(estimated cost) 

WLH/017 Parr Fold Park  See District Park section  See District Park section 
WLH/020 Peel Park  See District Park section  See District Park section 
WLH/021 St. Mary’s Park   Small formal park with tree-lined 

footpaths connecting formal and informal 
areas including play areas, a bowling 
green, a tennis court, a multi-use games 
area and public amenity space. 

 Upgrade drainage to tennis courts (£30,000) 
 Refurbish play area (£80,000) 
 Access and infrastructure improvements 

(£40,000) 
 Street furniture and signage (£25,000) 

Worsley & Boothstown 
WBO/010 Boothsbank Park  Small formal park with facilities that 

include a bowling green, tennis courts, 
and play area for younger children. 

 Park infrastructure (£50,000) 

 
4.11 There is a clear spatial dimension to the distribution of Neighbourhood Parks across the city, and there are particular areas 

of deficit. Annex 7 identifies the twenty-eight existing neighbourhood parks, and the two proposed areas, together with 
1,200m walking distance catchments for each10. The plan highlights that the majority of the residential areas of the city are 
already well served by access to a Neighbourhood Park, although there is potential to improve access by enhancing existing 
open spaces. This represents an improvement of four Neighbourhood Parks (at Charlestown Park, Green Grosvenor Park, 
Riverside Park and Blackfriars Park) since the baseline in 2006. 
 
Proposed Provision  

 
4.12 Two sites have been proposed to meet the Neighbourhood Park standard (Table 4.4). These are existing green spaces of an 

appropriate size, where there is an implementation plan to  deliver  a new Neighbourhood Park subject to specific 
enhancements and appropriate funding becoming available: 

 
                                                 
10 The 720m straight line catchments reflect a 1,200m walking distance (Salford Greenspace Strategy SPD, paragraph 2.7). 
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Table 4.4 Proposed Neighbourhood Parks 
Site(s) Description and Enhancements Proposed 
SWI/004 
SWI/005 

Former Swinton Wastewater 
Treatment Works and Campbell 
Road Playing Fields 

 See the strategic natural greenspace section 
 Scope to add to the play area, outdoor gym and mini football pitch at Campbell 

Road through the proposed enabling development on-site  
WLH/022 Oakwood Recreation Ground 

(Oakwood Park) 
 Small informal park including a play area for younger children and football kick 

about area but of sufficient size to deliver a neighbourhood park 
 Access and infrastructure improvements (£20,000) 
 Replace street furniture and install signage (£25,000) 

 
Discounted Sites 

 
4.13 The following sites (Table 4.5) could be of an appropriate size to create a new Neighbourhood Park but there is currently 

inadequate information available to demonstrate that they could be implemented. They would require significant 
reconfiguration and in many cases would only be feasible if some existing uses were no longer required. Notwithstanding 
this, the majority of these sites make a positive contribution in terms of public access to local parks, which have fewer 
facilities.  

 
Table 4.5 Discounted Neighbourhood Parks 
Site(s) Explanation 
CLW/005 Stott Lane Playing Fields  

 
 Continued use of the sports pitches are required for education and club use 

therefore the creation of a neighbourhood park is unlikely. 
SWI/017 Clifton Green 

 
 This small local park provides play areas and amenity space but there is limited 

space available for other facilities required for a neighbourhood park. 
WLH/023 Madamswood Playing Fields  

 
 The site previously provided a range of formal and informal recreation facilities, the 

majority of which have been removed, and is no longer considered suitable 
WBO/004 Dukes Drive  Significant recent investment has enhanced the local natural greenspace value of 

this site therefore delivering a neighbourhood park would no longer be feasible 
WBO/009 Land to North of Simpson Grove  Site already consists of a sports pitch and amenity space but has limited potential 
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 to be upgraded to the neighbourhood park standard 
 
Perceived Deficits and Pressures 

 
4.14 Even where the four proposed sites are delivered, there would still be small areas of deficit remaining concentrated around 

the periphery of the urban area:  
 

 Parts of Eccles; 
 Parts of Irlam; 
 Parts of Pendlebury; 
 Weaste; and 
 Worsley. 

 
4.15 There are clearly very limited opportunities to introduce new neighbourhood parks in these locations given the built-up nature 

of the inner urban environment, and therefore it will be necessary that alternative mechanisms of delivering the objectives of 
neighbourhood parks are pursued. 
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5 Equipped Areas for Play 
 

Neighbourhood Equipped Areas for Play (NEAP) 
 
5.1 A play area for older children is known as a NEAP (Neighbourhood Equipped Area for Play). The NEAP standard adopted in 

Salford derives directly from the original NPFA (National Playing Field Association) standard, relating to the proportion of 
households being within 1,000m walking distance of this type of facility. 

 
5.2 A NEAP is defined as: 
 

 Offering a range of facilities for older children and teenagers (primarily aged 8-14 years old), and for younger 
children accompanied by parents; 

 Having a minimum size of 1,000 square metres; and 
 Containing a minimum of 8 pieces of play equipment appropriate to the target age group. 

 
Existing Provision and Refurbishments required 
 

5.3 There are twenty-eight existing NEAPs within Salford, which are identified in Table 5.1: 
 
Table 5.1 Existing Neighbourhood Equipped Areas for Play and Future Refurbishments 

Site(s) Refurbishments Proposed (estimated cost) 
Claremont & Weaste 
CLW/002 Buile Hill & Seedley Park  See District Park section 
CLW/003 Lightoaks Park  See Neighbourhood Park section 
East Salford 
ESA/009 Albert Park  See District Park section 
ESA/010 Mandley Park  See Neighbourhood Park section 
ESA/012 Peel Park  See District Park section 
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Site(s) Refurbishments Proposed (estimated cost) 
ESA/014 Riverbank Park (Littleton Road)  See Neighbourhood Park section 
ESA/016 Green Grosvenor Park (Ascension Rd)  See Neighbourhood Park section 
ESA/017 Zsara Play Area (Marlborough Road)  Refurbishment of existing facilities (community managed play area) 
ESA/018 Pegwell Drive  No investment currently planned 
Eccles 
ECC/011 Winton Park  See District Park section 
ECC/012 Eccles Recreation Ground  See Neighbourhood Park section 
ECC/013 Patricroft Recreation Ground  See Neighbourhood Park section 
ECC/014 Brookhouse Playing Fields  Refurbish play area (£75,000) 

 Refurbish skate park (£150,000) 
Irlam & Cadishead 
IRC/003 Princes Park  See District Park section 
IRC/008 Cadishead Park  See Neighbourhood Park section 
IRC/009 Silver Street  Refurbish play area (£40,000) 
Ordsall & Langworthy 
OLA/003 Ordsall Park  See District Park section 
OLA/004 Clarendon Park  See Neighbourhood Park section 
OLA/005 Langworthy Park (Chimney Pot Park)  See Neighbourhood Park section 
Swinton 
SWI/001 Clifton Country Park  See District Park section 
SWI/014 Moorside Park   See Neighbourhood Park Section 
SWI/016 Victoria Park  See District Park Section 
SWI/017 Clifton Green  No investment currently planned 
Walkden & Little Hulton 
WLH/017 Parr Fold Park  See District Park Section  
WLH/020 Peel Park  See Neighbourhood Park Section  
WLH/021 St. Mary’s Park   See Neighbourhood Park Section 
WLH/024 Whittlebrook Play Area (Whittle Street)  Land drainage of the wider site (£70,000) 
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Site(s) Refurbishments Proposed (estimated cost) 
 Access and infrastructure improvements (£75,000) 
 Refurbish play area (£25,000) 
 Replace outdoor gym (£50,000) 
 Street furniture and signage (£25,000) 

Worsley & Boothstown 
WBO/001 Worsley Woods & Wardley Woods   See Strategic Natural Greenspace section 
 
5.4 There is a clear spatial dimension to the distribution of NEAPs across the city, and there are particular areas of deficit. Annex 

8 identifies the twenty-seven existing NEAPs, and the three proposed sites, together with the 1,000m walking distance 
catchments for each11. The plan highlights that there is a relatively even distribution of NEAPs across the city. There has 
been an improvement of four NEAP sites compared to the baseline in 2006 however notable gaps in provision exist. The 
play equipment for older children has been removed from five sites, although new NEAP facilities have also been installed 
(at Brookhouse Playing Fields, Clifton Country Park, Green Grosvenor Park, Langworthy Park, Pegwell Drive, Riverbank 
Park and Silver Street). 
 
Proposed Provision  

 
5.5 Two sites have been proposed across the city to meet the NEAP standard (Table 5.2). The following sites are existing parks 

where there is a suitable area available to install a play area for older children subject to appropriate funding becoming 
available: 

 
Table 5.2 Proposed Neighbourhood Equipped Areas for Play 
Site(s) Enhancements Proposed 
ESA/007 Clowes Park  Add new play area for older children within this existing park (£75,000) 
SWI/005 Campbell Road Playing Fields  New play area for older children in the general area of the existing LEAP  

 
                                                 
11 The 600m straight line catchments reflect a 1,000m walking distance (Salford Greenspace Strategy SPD, paragraph 2.7). 



Salford Infrastructure Delivery Plan - Open Space, January 2019 
42 

Discounted Sites 
 
5.6 The following sites (Table 5.3) are existing green spaces, some of which already include a play area for younger children. 

They have previously been proposed as new NEAP sites however these are not existing parks (the priority locations for all 
new play areas) and would require existing facilities to be re-configured. Notwithstanding this, the majority of these sites will 
continue to make a positive contribution in terms of access to informal play space (publicly amenity space). This will be 
particularly important in existing areas of deficit. 

 
Table 5.3 Discounted Sites for Neighbourhood Equipped Areas for Play 
Site(s) Explanation 
CLW/005 Stott Lane Playing Fields   The majority of the site is dedicated to sports pitches and public access is 

restricted 
ESA/011 Charlestown Park  A play area for older children is not proposed as part of the new park  
ESA/013 Bolton Road Playing Fields  The majority of the site is dedicated to sports pitches split over two levels.  
ESA/019 Lower Broughton Amenity Park  This site is no longer considered suitable for a new play area 
ECC/015 Westwood Park  There is an insufficient buffer to existing residential properties 
IRC/004 Former Ferry Hill Tip and Towns 

Gate SBI 
 This site is no longer considered suitable for a new play area 

IRC/010 Cadishead Recreation Ground  This site is no longer considered suitable for a new play area 
WLH/023 Madamswood Playing Fields  This site is no longer considered suitable for a new play area 
WLH/025 Dukes Gate  The majority of the site is dedicated to sports pitches with only limited areas 

available for other potential facilities. 
WBO/009 Land to North of Simpson Grove  Priority will be given to enhancing this as a local natural greenspace therefore this 

compact site is no longer considered suitable for a new play area  
 Residential amenity of nearby properties also needs to be protected 

WBO/011 Roe Green  This site is only considered suitable for a play area for younger children 
 
 



Salford Infrastructure Delivery Plan - Open Space, January 2019 
43 

Perceived Deficits and Pressures 
 
5.7 Even where the three proposed sites are delivered, there would still be small areas of deficit remaining:  

 
 Parts of Eccles, Barton and Winton; 
 Parts of Irlam and Cadishead; 
 Parts of Higher Kersal and Lower Broughton; 
 Parts of Little Hulton, Walkden North and Walkden South; 
 Parts of the Regional Centre and Salford Quays; 
 Pendlebury and parts of Swinton North and Swinton South; 
 Parts of Weaste and Seedley; and 
 Worsley and parts of Boothstown. 

 
5.8 The majority of new play areas will be concentrated in parks, with existing facilities to be refurbished on a rolling programme. 

In the remaining areas of deficit it will be necessary for alternative mechanisms of delivering the objectives of play areas for 
older children to be pursued, including maintaining areas for informal play. Some of the facilities available at play areas for 
younger children (LEAP) are likely to be suitable for children at the younger end of the age range.  
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Local Equipped Areas for Play (LEAP) and Local Areas for Play (LAP) 
 
5.9 A play area for younger children is known as a LEAP (Local Equipped Area for Play). The LEAP standard adopted in Salford 

derives directly from the original NPFA standard, relating to the proportion of households being within 500m walking distance 
of this type of facility. In some parts of the city the LEAP sites are supplemented by a small number of Local Areas for Play 
(LAP). This standard has not been adopted in Salford but the LAP sites tend to be in close proximity to residential properties 
in locations where it is not possible to provide a LEAP. They provide less formal equipment or in some cases no equipment 
at all such as surface play markings including hop scotch or a trail. 

 
5.10 A LEAP is defined as: 

 
 Providing a facility for parents and toddlers/young children (primarily aged 4-8 years old); 
 Having a minimum size of 400 square metres; and 
 Containing a minimum of 5 pieces of play equipment appropriate to the target age group. 

 
5.11 A LAP (not adopted in Salford) is defined as: 

 
 Providing a facility for parents and toddlers/young children (up to 6 years old); 
 Having a minimum ‘activity zone’ of 100 square metres;  
 Containing features that enable children to identify the space as their own domain; and  
 Having a minimum buffer zone of 5 metres between the ‘activity zone’ and the nearest dwelling that facing the site. 

 
Existing Provision and Refurbishments required 
 

5.12 There are 54 existing LEAPs within Salford, supplemented by 6 LAPs, which are identified in Table 5.4:  
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Table 5.4 Existing Local Equipped Areas for Play and Future Refurbishments 
Site(s) Refurbishments Proposed 

(estimated cost) 
Claremont & Weaste 
CLW/002 Buile Hill & Seedley Park  See District Park section 
CLW/003 Lightoaks Park  See Neighbourhood Park section 
CLW/004 Oakwood Park   No investment planned (refurbishments to CLW/003 and CLW/006) 
CLW/006 Westlands  Refurbish play area (£50,000) 
CLW/007 Dolbey Street, Weaste  Refurbish play area (£50,000) 
CLW/008 Foster Street (Thornfield Street)  No investment currently planned 
East Salford 
ESA/007 Clowes Park  See District Park section 
ESA/009 Albert Park  See District Park section 
ESA/010 Mandley Park  See Neighbourhood Park section 
ESA/011 Charlestown Park  New play area to be provided as part of area regeneration 
ESA/012 Peel Park  See Neighbourhood Park section 
ESA/013 Bolton Road Playing Fields  See Neighbourhood Park section 
ESA/014 Riverbank Park (Littleton Road)  See Neighbourhood Park section 
ESA/017 Zsara Play Area (Marlborough Road)  Refurbishment of existing facilities (community managed play area) 
ESA/020 Tully Street  No investment currently planned 
ESA/021 Gloucester Place (Brunswick Park)  No investment currently planned 
ESA/022 Seaford Road (LAP)  None proposed 
ESA/023 Kinsley Avenue (LAP)  None proposed 
ESA/024 Central Park (LAP)  None proposed 
Eccles 
ECC/011 Winton Park  See District Park section 
ECC/012 Eccles Recreation Ground  See Neighbourhood Park section 
ECC/013 Patricroft Recreation Ground  See Neighbourhood Park section 
ECC/014 Brookhouse Playing Fields  See NEAP section 
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Site(s) Refurbishments Proposed 
(estimated cost) 

ECC/016 Ivy Street Play Area  Refurbishment of play area £30,000. 
 Access and infrastructure improvement £10,000 

ECC/017 Langholme Place (LAP)  None proposed 
ECC/018 Shackleton Street (Monton Park)  Refurbished in 2015. No further investment planned 
Irlam & Cadishead 
IRC/003 Princes Park  See District Park section 
IRC/008 Cadishead Park  See District Park section (proposed sites) 
IRC/009 Silver Street  Refurbish play area (£40,000) 
IRC/010 Cadishead Recreation Ground  Refurbish play area (£75,000) 
IRC/012 Mond Road (Boundary Road)  No investment currently planned 
IRC/013 Caroline Street  No investment planned (private site)  
IRC/014 Henley Avenue  No investment currently planned 
IRC/015 Buckingham Road  No investment currently planned 
IRC/016 Patting Close (Waters Edge Park Play Area)  No investment currently planned 
IRC/017 Allotment Road  No investment currently planned 
Ordsall & Langworthy 
OLA/003 Ordsall Park  See District Park section 
OLA/004 Clarendon Park  See Neighbourhood Park section 
OLA/005 Langworthy Park (Chimney Pot Park)  See Neighbourhood Park section 
OLA/006 Islington Play Area / Stevenson Street  No investment currently planned 
OLA/007 Regents Square  No investment currently planned 
Swinton 
SWI/001 Clifton Country Park   See District Park section 
SWI/005 Campbell Road Playing Fields  Facilities to be improved as part of potential enabling development 

and new nature park on adjacent site 
SWI/014 Moorside Park   See Neighbourhood Park Section 
SWI/016 Victoria Park  See District Park Section 
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Site(s) Refurbishments Proposed 
(estimated cost) 

SWI/017 Clifton Green  No investment currently planned 
SWI/018 Wardley Recreation Ground (Wardley Park)  Refurbish play area (£30,000) 
SWI/019 Rabbit Hills Fields  No investment currently planned 
SWI/020 Park Lane West  Refurbish play area (£40,000) 
SWI/021 Willow Park Play Area (LAP)  None proposed 
SWI/022 Wet Earth Green (LAP)  None proposed 
Walkden & Little Hulton 
WLH/001 Blackleach Country Park   See District Park section 
WLH/017 Parr Fold Park  See District Park section 
WLH/020 Peel Park  See District Park section 
WLH/021 St. Mary’s Park   See NEAP section 
WLH/022 Oakwood Recreation Ground (Oakwood Park)  See NEAP section 
WLH/024 Whittlebrook Play Area (Whittle Street)  See NEAP section 
WLH/026 Eastham Way Recreation Ground  No investment currently planned 
Worsley & Boothstown 
WBO/010 Boothsbank Park  See Neighbourhood Park section 
WBO/011 Roe Green  Refurbished play area (£100,000) delivered in 2017/18 

 
5.13. There is a clear spatial dimension to the distribution of LEAPs across the city, and there are particular areas of deficit. Annex 

9 identifies the 54 existing LEAPs, the 3 proposed LEAPs, and the 6 existing LAPs, together with 500m walking distance 
catchments for each LEAP12, and a 100m walking distance for each LAP13. The plan highlights a relatively even distribution 
of LEAPs across the city although, similar to the NEAP facilities, notable gaps in provision exist. Salford has an additional 
eight LEAPs compared to the baseline in 2006. 
 

                                                 
12 The 300m straight line catchments reflect a 500m walking distance (Salford Greenspace Strategy SPD, paragraph 2.7). 
13 The 60m straight line catchments reflect a 100m walking distance (NPFA Six Acre Standard). 
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Proposed Provision 
 

5.14. The city council has amended its approach to the delivery of play areas across the city. One new site has been proposed to 
meet the LEAP standard (Table 5.5) to be provided as part of new housing development. No other new sites have been 
proposed to meet the LEAP standard although there will also be a rolling programme of refurbishments to existing facilities. 
New play areas will primarily be restricted to parks and existing large open spaces to avoid residential amenity issues such 
as noise and to ensure that future maintenance and safety checks remain sustainable. There may be a need for a small 
number of new facilities to serve areas of major development, although these will be assessed on a case by case basis.  
 

5.15. Other opportunities will be further limited given the built-up nature of the inner urban environment and the requirement for a 
30 metre buffer to residential properties. There will be a continued policy presumption against play spaces that are within 30 
metres with play spaces that are a shorter distance from residential properties only being considered in exceptional 
circumstances and on a case by case basis such as the use of appropriate design solutions to prevent residential amenity 
issues or in locations with overwhelming local support for more intensive facilities. None of the sites that have previously 
been proposed as new LEAP sites are located in parks or large open spaces therefore these have been discounted. 
 

Table 5.5 Proposed Local Equipped Area for Play 
Site(s) Enhancements Proposed as part of residential development 
WLH/027 Burgess Farm  New play area to be provided to the south of Hilton Lane 

 
 
Perceived Deficits and Pressures 
 

5.16. In all locations it will be necessary that alternative mechanisms of delivering the objectives of LEAP facilities are pursued 
particularly in the remaining residential areas of deficit: 

 
 A band covering the majority of ward areas stretching from the Regional Centre and Salford Quays through the centre 

of the city (including the wards of Weaste, Eccles, Swinton South, Worsley and Boothstown & Ellenbrook); 
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 The majority of Barton and Winton; 
 The majority of Irlam; 
 The majority of Pendlebury and Swinton North; and 
 Parts of all other wards. 
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 6 Sports Pitches 
 

6.1 The sports pitch standard is different to all of the other local open space standards (which are derived from voluntary national 
and regional standards) in that it is determined through an independent playing pitch assessment (PPA). Planning consultants 
commissioned by the city council assess the overall number of sports pitches located in the city, the proportion that is available 
(‘supply’) for community use, the match capacity of individual pitches and the ‘demand’ from local sports clubs. From the PPA a 
playing pitch strategy and action plan (PPS) has been developed. The PPS identifies priority improvements required to specific 
sports, key sites including any ancillary facilities such as pavilions, changing rooms and car parking and proposes some 
changes to the current use of specific sites.  

 
Baseline 
 

6.2 The Playing Pitch Assessment and Strategy and Action Plan 201814 cover all playing pitches as well as some non-pitch sports. 
The PPA provides a summary of the most up to date information for each of the main sports pitch types / facilities in Salford: 

 
 Football – 191 football pitches in the city, 135 of which are available, at some level, for  community use and are being 

used by 427 competitive teams 
 Cricket – 10 senior cricket pitches, all of which have community use 
 Rugby League – 18 rugby league pitches, 14 of which have community use  
 Rugby Union – 12 grass rugby union pitches, 8 of which are available for community use 
 Artificial Grass Pitches (AGP) 10 full size third generation (3G) pitches  
 Hockey -  4 full size sand filled artificial pitches (in addition to the 3G pitches above), 3 of which are available for 

community use, and 5 small artificial pitches, 2 of which are available for community use 
 Athletics Tracks – 1 track with community use 
 Tennis Courts (considered in the ‘Other Outdoor Sports Facilities’ section) 
 Bowling Greens (considered in the ‘Other Outdoor Sports Facilities’ section) 

                                                 
14 Salford Playing Pitch Assessment, KKP, February 2018 and Salford Playing Pitch Strategy and Action Plan, April 2018 Update 
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Playing Pitch Hierarchy of Provision 
 

6.3 The Playing Pitch Strategy and Action Plan identify a tiered approach (hierarchy of provision) to the management and 
improvement of sites in Salford as detailed in Table 6.1. This allows for the improvement of playing pitches sites and facility 
developments to be prioritised and programmed within a phased approach. The identification of sites is based on their strategic 
importance in a city-wide context i.e. they accommodate the majority of demand or the recommended action has the greatest 
impact on addressing shortfalls identified either on a sport by sport basis or across the City as a whole.  

 
Table 6.1 Salford’s Tiered Site Hierarchy Criteria 
Hub sites Key centres  

 
Club sites Education sites 

Strategically located. Priority 
sites for National Governing 
Bodies (NGB), SCC and SCL. 

Strategically located within 
the analysis area. 

Services the local sports community. Services the school / local community. 

Accommodates three or more 
good quality grass pitches and 
at least one artificial pitch (AGP) 

Accommodates two or more 
good quality grass pitches. 

Accommodates more than one pitch. 

Single or multi-sport site that could operate as a central venue. Single or multi-sport provision. 
Maintenance regime aligns with NGB guidelines. Standard maintenance regime either 

by the club or maintenance contract. 
Standard maintenance regime either 
by the school or maintenance 
contract.  

Aspiration to have ancillary facilities on site including toilets, 
sufficient changing rooms and car parking to serve the number 
of pitches. 

Appropriate access changing to accommodate both senior and junior use 
concurrently (if required). 

  The Club has a long-term lease, 
hires the pitch per season or owns 
the site. Management by the local 
authority / other provider. 

Where appropriate clubs / partners 
have a long-term lease, hire the pitch 
per season or own the site. 
Management by the local authority / 
other provider. 



Salford Infrastructure Delivery Plan - Open Space, January 2019 
52 

Action Plan for Refurbishments and Changes to Existing Provision 
 

6.4 The Playing Pitch Strategy & Action Plan provides full details on the current status and proposed recommended actions for all 
existing sports pitches within Salford, based on the hierarchy in Table 6.1. Some of the recommended actions will be taken 
forward primarily by individual clubs with support from national sport governing bodies and other partners, which are not 
identified here. The open space chapter focuses solely on those sites with existing or potential for community / club access on 
public sites. Table 6.2 summarises the status of these selected sites, along with the priority timescales for funding and the 
estimated cost of proposed physical refurbishment or changes. Annex 10 identifies the locations of these sports pitch sites, 
many of which have facilities for more than one sport. 

 
Table 6.2 Priority Recommendations to Existing Sports Pitches 

Site(s) Sport Current Status Recommended Actions 
(timescales15) 

Estimated 
cost16 

Claremont & Weaste 
CLW/004 Oakwood Park Rugby 

League 
One senior and one junior 
standard quality pitch both with 
overplay.   

Improve pitch quality (S) M 

CLW/005 Stott Lane Playing 
Fields 

Football Three standard quality adult 
pitches used to capacity. 

Improve pitch quality (M) L 

CLW/009 Buile Hill High School Football One good quality pitch available 
for but with no current 
community use  

Explore community use (M) VH 

Artificial 
Sand Filled 

Pitch 

One full size sand filled pitch 
with spare capacity 

Investigate potential for 
floodlights and to create a sink 
fund for repairs (M) 

                                                 
15 (S) -Short (1-2 years); (M) - Medium (3-5 years); (L) - Long (6+ years) 
16 (L) -Low - less than £50k; (M) -Medium - £50k-£250k; (H) -High - £250k - £500k; (VH) -Very High - Above £500k 
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Site(s) Sport Current Status Recommended Actions 
(timescales15) 

Estimated 
cost16 

CLW/010 Duncan Mathieson 
Playing Fields 
 
(Potential Hub Site) 

Football Eight adult football pitches, two 
in use during 2018/19  

Majority of the site back into 
active use as a sustainable 
sports pitch hub for community 
use, to include improved grass 
pitches, a new pavilion, 
changing rooms and car park, 
and as a potential location for 
an artificial 3G pitch (M) 

VH 

Rugby 
League 

One adult pitch recently used by 
a local team for training 

East Salford 
ESA/009 Albert Park Artificial 3G 

Pitch 
(voluntary 

sector) 

One full size floodlit 3G artificial 
pitch used to capacity for 
matches and training  

Establish sinking fund for future 
refurbishment (S). 

L 

ESA/013 Bolton Road Playing 
Fields 
 
(Hub Site) 

Football Nine adult, seven mini and two 
youth pitches, all of standard 
quality which have spare 
capacity.  Good quality 
changing / ancillary facilities 

Upgrade the changing / 
ancillary facilities and formalise 
shared club access (S) 
 

M 

ESA/025 Old Racecourse 
Playing Fields (city 
council) 
 
(Potential Hub Site) 

Rugby 
league 
Football 
Rugby 
Union 

New sports pitches have been 
created within the flood basin 
which will be playable from 
2019, subject to changing 
rooms and car parking being 
provided: four football pitches, 
one rugby league pitch, one 
rugby union pitch, and one 
rugby training pitch. 

New changing rooms and car 
parking to serve the new pitches 
(S) 

H 
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Site(s) Sport Current Status Recommended Actions 
(timescales15) 

Estimated 
cost16 

ESA/026 Former Castle Irwell 
Student Village 
(University of Salford)

Artificial 
Sand Filled 

Pitch 
(Hockey) 

One sand dressed artificial pitch 
used solely by the University of 
Salford Teams up to 2015/16.  
In 2017 the pavilion containing 
multiple changing rooms was 
demolished but not replaced 

The loss of these two pitches 
and the demolished changing 
rooms will need to be justified 
and assessed as part of 
development proposals for the 
site (S) 

H 

Cricket One adult pitch used solely by 
the University, has not been in 
operation for cricket for 3  to 4 
years 

ESA/027 Salford Sports Village
 
(Hub Site) 

Football Eight adult, five youth and three 
mini pitches, all of standard 
quality for community use, with 
spare capacity.  Changing 
provision at the site limits pitch 
use at any one time.  

Extend the changing facilities 
and parking to expand usage of 
the site (S) 

H 

Rugby 
League 

One adult rugby league pitch Retain the quality and maximise 
use 

Artificial 3G 
Pitch 

One full size 3G football turf 
pitch that is used to capacity by 
football teams for training and 
matches. 

Establish a sinking fund for 
future refurbishment (M)  

ESA/028 David Lewis Playing 
Fields (University of 
Salford) 

Football and 
Rugby 

Three adult football pitches and 
one adult rugby pitch, all of 
standard quality with some 
community use. One grass pitch 

Mitigation for the loss of one 
grass pitch and ensure that 
appropriate changing and 
ancillary facilities are provided 

M 



Salford Infrastructure Delivery Plan - Open Space, January 2019 
55 

Site(s) Sport Current Status Recommended Actions 
(timescales15) 

Estimated 
cost16 

is proposed to be lost to provide 
a 3G artificial pitch to replace a 
sand filled pitch at ESA/026    

(S) 

ESA/029 Lower Broughton 
Road Playing Fields 

Football Two good quality pitches with 
spare capacity. Pavilion in poor 
condition 

Retain and maximise use, and 
improve the quality of the 
pavilion (M) 

L 

ESA/030 Moor Lane (Salford 
City FC) 

Football 
(private) 

One good quality adult pitch, 
also available for community 
use through the club 

Retain quality for club usage.  
Potential future enhancements 
and /or relocation of the club (S)

VH 

ESA/031 Broughton Hub Football Two youth pitches, unused due 
to drainage issues. Ancillary 
facilities are good quality. 

Investigate issues and seek 
funding to improve drainage. 

M 

Eccles 
ECC/013 Patricroft Recreation 

Ground 
Football One mini and two youth 

standard quality pitches with 
spare capacity but no 
changing/ancillary facilities 

Retain pitch quality. Consider 
potential as a reserve site if 
users can be relocated to other 
sites with better facilities (S) 

L 

ECC/014 Brookhouse Playing 
Fields 
 
(Hub Site) 

Football Eleven poor quality adult 
pitches with significant overplay, 
and poor quality changing / 
ancillary facilities  

Improve pitch quality and 
upgrade the changing / ancillary 
facilities (S) 
 

H 

ECC/019 Ellesmere Park  Football Two adult, one youth and three 
mini pitches, all of standard 
quality pitch with some overplay 
of the adult pitches. Dual use 
education / club pitches.  

Improve pitch quality (M) M 
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Site(s) Sport Current Status Recommended Actions 
(timescales15) 

Estimated 
cost16 

ECC/020 Cleavley Playing 
Fields 

Football Two junior and one mini pitch of 
standard quality with spare 
capacity 

Retain pitch quality of the 
pitches and maximise use  (S) 

M 

ECC/021 Cleavley Athletics 
Track 

Athletics The only athletics track in the 
city, which is also floodlit. 
Certified by UK Athletics in 2012 
for training and competitions 
subject to restrictions 

Refurbishment and repairs to 
retain the UK Athletics grading 
(S) 

H 

ECC/022 Monton AFC Football Two standard adult, four 
standard mini, and two standard 
youth pitches with poor quality 
changing / ancillary facilities  

Improve pitch quality  
Build new changing facilities 
(Football Foundation funds 
secured August 2015) (S) 

L 

ECC/023 Eccles and Salford 
ARFLC (Schofield 
Road) 

Rugby 
league 

Two standard quality adult 
pitches with overplay, and poor 
quality changing / ancillary 
facilities. 

Improve pitch quality and 
ancillary facilities (S).  
 

M 

ECC/024 Eccles Rugby 
Football Club 

Rugby 
union 

Three senior pitches of poor 
quality pitch with limited 
capacity. 

Improve pitch quality, drainage 
and floodlighting capacity  
Enhance changing facilities (S) 

M 

Small floodlit pitch with overplay 
used for training and 
competitive matches. 

Establish sinking fund for the 
refurbishment of the pitch (L) 

ECC/025 Salford City College 
(Eccles) 

Artificial 3G 
Pitch 

One full size floodlit 3G football 
turf pitch refurbished in 2013.   

Retain pitch quality (to ensure 
FA certification) (M) 

L 

ECC/026 St Patrick's Roman 
Catholic High School 

Rugby 
union  

Four standard quality pitches  A formal agreement is required 
to secure future club usage (M) 

L 
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Site(s) Sport Current Status Recommended Actions 
(timescales15) 

Estimated 
cost16 

Irlam & Cadishead 
IRC/003 Princes Park Football Two standard quality pitches 

with spare capacity.  
Retain pitch quality for club 
usage (S). Potential site for new 
artificial 3G pitch linked to the 
leisure centre. 

L - VH 

IRC/008 Cadishead Park Football Two standard quality adult 
pitches that will benefit from the 
pitch improvement programme 
and toilet access from 2018/19.  

Pitches to be reconfigured for 
junior use (M) 

L 

IRC/010 Cadishead 
Recreation Ground 
(Lords Street) 

Rugby 
league 

Two standard quality adult 
pitches with overplay. New 
changing / ancillary facilities 
completed in 2018.  

Improve pitch quality  
Investigate additional area 
adjacent to the new club house 
to create a floodlit training area 
(S) 

M 

IRC/018 Irlam and Cadishead 
Enterprise College 

Artificial 3G 
Pitch 

One full size 3G pitch that is 
used extensively by football 
teams for training and matches. 

Retain the quality of the pitch 
and establish a sinking fund for 
future refurbishment (S) 

L 

IRC/019 AJ Bell Stadium Artificial 3G 
Pitch 

One full size floodlit 3G football 
turf pitch with community use 
 

Establish a sinking fund  for 
future refurbishment (M) 

L 

Ordsall & Langworthy 
OLA/008 Ordsall Leisure 

Centre 
Artificial 3G 

Pitch 
One standard quality floodlit 3G 
football turf pitch 

Establish a sinking fund for 
future refurbishment (S)  

L 

Swinton 
SWI/015 Beech Farm Playing 

Fields 
Football One adult standard quality, 

three poor mini (5v5), six 
Improve pitch quality and the 
changing /ancillary facilities (M) 

H 
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Site(s) Sport Current Status Recommended Actions 
(timescales15) 

Estimated 
cost16 

standard quality mini and two 
standard quality youth pitches 
used by two local clubs.  The 
site has both good and poor 
quality changing and ancillary 
facilities. 

 

SWI/019 Rabbit Hills Fields Football Three standard quality adult 
pitches with spare capacity.  
The site has poor quality 
changing/ancillary facilities. 

Improve pitch quality and the 
changing facilities (S) 

M 

Rugby 
league 

Two standard quality pitches 
with poor ancillary facilities. 
Local club maintains floodlights 
for the training area. 

Retain pitch quality and improve 
ancillary facilities (S) 

L 

SWI/023 Blue Ribbon Playing 
Fields 

Rugby 
league 

Two standard quality pitches 
with overplay. Pitch quality 
improvements have been 
delayed by drainage issues.   

Improve pitch quality (S) L 

SWI/024 Forest Bank Playing 
Field, Agecroft Road  

Football One standard adult pitch with 
spare capacity. Poor quality 
changing rooms. 

Retain pitch quality and invest 
in changing facilities (M). 
 

M 

SWI/025 St Ambrose Barlow 
High School 

Rugby 
league 

One poor quality pitch not 
currently available for 
community use. 

Improve pitch quality towards a 
community use agreement for 
club training (M) 

L 

Artificial 3G 
Pitch 

One full size good quality floodlit 
3G football turf pitch with 

Retain pitch quality and 
establish a sinking fund for 
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Site(s) Sport Current Status Recommended Actions 
(timescales15) 

Estimated 
cost16 

selected community use.   future refurbishment (M) 
SWI/026 Swinton Community 

High School 
Rugby 
league 

One poor quality pitch not 
currently available for 
community use. 

Improve pitch quality towards a 
community use agreement for 
club training (M) 

M 

SWI/027 Swinton Moorside 
Cricket Club 

Cricket Six good quality wickets 
showing some overplay per 
season. 

Retain the quality of the wickets 
(S). 

L 

SWI/028 St Charles RC 
Primary School 

Football One standard quality mini 
soccer pitch used by local club. 

Retain pitch quality and secure 
a community use agreement (S)

L 

Walkden & Little Hulton 
WLH/020 Peel Park, Little 

Hulton 
Rugby 
league 

One poor quality senior pitch 
that is used to capacity. The site 
has no ancillary facilities. 

Improve pitch quality (S) L 

WLH/024 Whittlebrook Play 
Area (Whittle Street) 

Football One standard quality mini pitch 
used by local clubs 

Retain pitch quality (M) L 

WLH/029 Walkden High School
 

Artificial 3G 
Pitch 

One full size floodlit 3G football 
turf pitch  

Retain pitch quality (towards FA 
certification) (S) 

L 

Rugby 
union 

Two standard quality pitches 
(no community use) 

Investigate  potential site for 
future community use (S) 

 

WLH/030 Walkden Cricket Club Cricket Nine good quality wickets with 
overplay  

Improve the quality of the 
wickets and investigate the 
potential for a non-turf wicket 
and  new cricket nets (S) 

M 

WLH/031 Amblecote Playing 
Field (Dukes Gate) 

Football Three adult pitches and three 
mini pitches of standard quality 
with spare capacity.  The site 

Improve pitch quality including 
drainage improvements.  
Investigate changing/ancillary 

H - VH 
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Site(s) Sport Current Status Recommended Actions 
(timescales15) 

Estimated 
cost16 

has sufficient parking but the 
pitches are poorly drained and 
there are no changing facilities. 

facilities (S) 

WLH/032 Wharton Playing 
Fields 

Football Two adult, one youth, and two 
mini pitches, all of standard 
quality with spare capacity. The 
site has poor quality 
changing/ancillary facilities. 

Improve pitch quality and the 
changing /ancillary facilities (M) 
 

M 

WLH/033 Harrop Fold High 
School (Longshaw 
Drive) 

Artificial 
Sand Filled 

Pitch 

One full size sand dressed 
artificial grass pitch with 
community use. The site has no 
floodlights. 

Investigate potential for 
floodlights and replacement of 
the carpet surface (M) 

H 

Football One good quality adult and one 
good quality youth pitch with 
spare capacity.    

Retain pitch quality (S) L 

Rugby 
League 

One adult pitch available for 
community use. 

Investigate potential for secured 
community use (S) 

L 

WLH/034 Harriet Street Football Two youth and two mini pitches 
of poor quality with spare 
capacity.  The site also has poor 
quality changing/ancillary 
facilities. 

Improve pitch quality and the 
changing /ancillary facilities (M) 

M - H 

Worsley & Boothstown 
WBO/012 St Andrews CE 

Primary School 
Football One standard quality youth pitch 

with overplay. 
Retain pitch quality and secure 
a community use agreement 
(M) 

L 
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7 Other Outdoor Sports Facilities (Other Youth and Adult) 
 
7.1 Other Outdoor Sports Facilities covers a wide range of adult and youth facilities for specific or a multiple sports and activities. 

These often complement other uses in public parks but can also be stand alone on smaller sites. 
 

7.2 The standard for Other Youth and Adult Facilities adopted in Salford is based on the principals of the NPFA standard. The 
Salford Revised Draft Local Plan identifies a local recreation standard requiring: 
 

 A minimum of 0.4 hectares of other outdoor sports facilities (both adult and youth) per 1,000 residents 
 

7.3 It requires a full range of adult and youth (outdoor) facilities to be available within each Neighbourhood Area, to include:   
 

 Bowling Greens; 
 Tennis Courts; 
 All-Weather Pitches (AWP); 
 Skateboarding and Wheeled-Activities; 
 Athletics Track or Jogging / Fitness Circuit; 
 Outdoor Gyms 
 Multi-Use Games Areas (MUGA) / Basketball Courts; and 
 Youth Shelters. 

 
7.4 Each individual facility type will have one or more design specification that must be adhered to ensure that it contributes 

towards the standard. 
 
Existing Provision and Refurbishments required 
 

7.5 There are existing other outdoor sports facilities at 52 sites within Salford, which are described in Table 7.1:  
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Table 7.1 Existing Other Outdoor Sports Facilities and Future Refurbishments 
Site(s) Description 

 
Refurbishments Proposed 
(estimated cost) 

Claremont & Weaste 
CLW/002 Buile Hill &  

Seedley Park 
 Croquet lawn, tennis courts (2), multi-use 

games area, outdoor gym and a basketball 
court within this District Park 

 See District Park section 

CLW/003 Lightoaks Park  Bowling green, outdoor gym and tennis 
courts (2) within this Neighbourhood Park 

 See District Park section 

CLW/007 Dolbey Street, 
Weaste 

 Multi-use games area  No investment currently planned 

CLW/011 Irlam O’th Heights 
Bowling Club 

 Members bowling green and pavilion  Upgrade to existing facilities (private 
funding) 

CLW/012 Barrfield Sports Club 
(Bowling) 

 Members bowling green and pavilion  Upgrade to existing facilities (private 
funding) 

CLW/013 Claremont Club 
(Tennis) 

 Members tennis courts (4) and club house  Upgrade to existing facilities (private 
funding) 

CLW/014 Chandos Sports & 
Social Club (Bowling) 

 Members bowling green and club house, 
fishing lake (disused) 

 Upgrade to existing facilities (private 
funding) 

East Salford 
ESA/009 Albert Park  All weather pitch, bowling greens (2) with 

pavilion, tennis courts (3), outdoor gym and 
basketball court within this District Park 

 See District Park section 

ESA/010 Mandley Park  Outdoor gym within this Neighbourhood 
Park 

 See Neighbourhood Park section 

ESA/013 Bolton Road Playing 
Fields 

 Bowling greens (3) and pavilion and outdoor 
gym within this Neighbourhood Park 

 See Neighbourhood Park section 
 Review of bowling provision  

ESA/014 Riverbank Park 
(Littleton Road) 

 Multi-use games area within this 
Neighbourhood Park 

 No investment planned in MUGA 
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Site(s) Description 
 

Refurbishments Proposed 
(estimated cost) 

ESA/019 Lower Broughton 
Amenity Park (Heath 
Avenue) 

 Multi-use games area  No investment currently planned 

ESA/026 Former Castle Irwell 
Playing Fields 

 All-weather pitch  See Sports Pitch section (private funding) 

ESA/027 Salford Sports Village  All-weather pitches (full-sized, 7-a-side and 
5-a-side) 

 See Sports Pitch section 

ESA/031 Broughton 
Community Hub 

 All-weather pitches (2 small-sided)  No investment currently planned 

ESA/032 Northumberland 
Street Bowling Green 

 Members bowling green and pavilion  Upgrade to existing facilities (private 
funding) 

ESA/033 St. Simon Street  Multi-use games area and outdoor gym  No investment currently planned 
ESA/034 Lower Kersal Social 

Club Bowling Green 
 Members bowling green and club house  Upgrade to existing facilities (private 

funding) 
Eccles 
ECC/010 Winton Park  Bowling green with pavilion, outdoor gym, 

basketball / netball court and multi-use 
games area within this District Park 

 See District Park Section 

ECC/012 Eccles Recreation 
Ground 

 Bowling green (2) with pavilion, tennis 
courts (2), outdoor gym, basketball court 
and multi-use games area within this 
Neighbourhood Park 

 See Neighbourhood Park Section 

ECC/013 Patricroft Recreation 
Ground 

 Bowling greens (2) with pavilion, tennis 
courts, basketball court and multi-use 
games area within this Neighbourhood Park 

 See Neighbourhood Park Section 

ECC/014 Brookhouse Playing 
Fields 

 Multi-use games area and skateboarding  Refurbish skate park (£75,000) 
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Site(s) Description 
 

Refurbishments Proposed 
(estimated cost) 

ECC/015 Westwood Park  Multi-use games area  No investment currently planned 
ECC/019 Ellesmere Park 

Playing Fields 
 Multi-use games area, public access is 

restricted to the adjacent sports pitches 
 No investment currently planned 

ECC/021 Cleavley Athletics 
Track 

 Athletics track  See Sports Pitch section 

ECC/026 St Patrick’s RCHS  Multi-use games areas (3)  See Sports Pitch section 
ECC/027 Guild Hall Bowling 

Green 
 Bowling green with pavilion  Subject to bowling green assessment 

ECC/028 Monton Bowling Club  Members bowling green with pavilion  Upgrade to existing facilities, (private 
funding) 

ECC/029 Monton Sports / 
Monton & Weaste CC

 Tennis courts (4) and pavilion  Upgrade to existing facilities, (private 
funding) 

Irlam & Cadishead 
IRC/003 Princes Park  Bowling green, tennis courts, multi-use 

games area, outdoor gym, and 
skateboarding within this District Park 

 See District Park section 

IRC/008 Cadishead Park  Bowling green, outdoor gym, skate park and 
multi-use games area within this 
Neighbourhood Park 

 See Neighbourhood  Park section 
(proposed sites) 

IRC/009 Silver Street  Multi-use games area  No investment currently planned 
IRC/018 Irlam & Cadishead 

Enterprise College 
 Multi-use games area  See Sports Pitch section 

Ordsall & Langworthy 
OLA/003 Ordsall Park  All weather pitch and outdoor gym within 

this District Park 
 See District Park and Sports Pitch sections 

OLA/005 Langworthy Park  Bowling green within this Neighbourhood 
Park 

 See Neighbourhood Park section 
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Site(s) Description 
 

Refurbishments Proposed 
(estimated cost) 

OLA/006 Islington Play Area / 
Stevenson Street 

 Multi-use games area, outdoor gym and 
youth shelter 

 No investment currently planned 

OLA/009 The Moorlands 
Sports and Social 
Club 

 Bowling Green  Upgrade to existing facilities, (private 
funding) 

Swinton 
SWI/014 
SWI/015 

Moorside Park and 
Beech Farm Playing 
Fields 

 All-weather pitch, bowling green, multi-use 
games area and skateboarding within this 
Neighbourhood Park 

 See Neighbourhood Park section 

SWI/016 Victoria Park  Bowling green, tennis courts, multi-use 
games areas and an outdoor gym within this 
District Park 

 See District Park section 

SWI/029 Newtown Park  Bowling green  No investment currently planned 
SWI/030 Agecroft Road  Youth Shelter  No investment currently planned 
Walkden & Little Hulton 
WLH/017 Parr Fold Park  Bowling green, tennis courts and outdoor 

gym within this District Park 
 See District Park section 

WLH/020 Peel Park  Multi-use games area outdoor gym within 
this District Park 

 See District Park section 

WLH/021 St. Mary’s Park   Bowling green, tennis court and multi-use 
games area within this Neighbourhood Park 

 See Neighbourhood Park section 
 

WLH/024 Whittlebrook Play 
Area (Whittle Street) 

 Outdoor gym  See NEAP section 

WLH/033 Harrop Fold High 
School (Longshaw 
Drive) 

 Multi-use games area  No investment currently planned 

WLH/035 Guild Hall Walkden  Tennis courts  Consider alternative recreation uses 
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Site(s) Description 
 

Refurbishments Proposed 
(estimated cost) 

WLH/036 Little Hulton Cricket 
Club 

 Members bowling green  Upgrade to existing facilities, (private 
funding) 

Worsley & Boothstown 
WBO/010 Boothsbank Park  Bowling green and tennis courts within this 

Neighbourhood Park 
 See Neighbourhood Park section 

WBO/013 Roe Green Tennis 
Club 

 Members bowling green and tennis courts  Upgrade to existing facilities, (private 
funding) 

WBO/014 Ellesmere Sports 
Club / Worsley 
Cricket Club 

 Members bowling green and tennis courts  Upgrade to existing facilities, (private 
funding) 

WBO/015 Brackley 
Conservative Club 

 Members bowling green  Upgrade to existing facilities, (private 
funding) 

 
 
7.6 There is a clear spatial dimension to the distribution of Other Outdoor Sports Facilities across the city, with the majority of 

facilities provided in public parks or private sports clubs. Annex 11 identifies the 52 existing sites.  
 
Proposed Provision 

7.7 No new sites have been identified across the city with the potential to meet the Other Outdoor Sports Facilities standard 
although there will also be a rolling programme of refurbishments to existing facilities. New facilities will primarily be 
restricted to parks and existing large open spaces. This approach should avoid residential amenity issues and ensure that 
future maintenance and safety checks remain sustainable. There will also be a rolling programme of refurbishments to 
existing facilities. There may be a need for a small number of new facilities to serve areas of major development, although 
these will be assessed on a case by case basis.  
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8 Allotments 
 

8.1 An allotment standard has been introduced through Salford Draft Local Plan. This new local standard is based on and 
equivalent to the National Allotment Society (NSALG) recommendation of 20 allotment plots per 1,000 households with plots 
defined  based on a standard pre-war (1945) size of 10 rods or 250m² (0.025ha). Salford’s new local standard requires: 
 

 5,000m² (0.50 hectares) of allotment plots per 1,000 households 
 
8.2 The city council, Salford Allotment Federation and other partners actively promote the expansion of allotment provision in the 

city, focussing on new sites and investment in sites and plots that have become disused. There are currently 25 allotment 
sites owned by the city council in Salford, half of which are self-managed. Whilst the majority of allotment sites are used to 
grow produce (fruit, vegetables and flowers), there is also provision at selected sites for keeping livestock, bees and poultry. 
Where practicable the city council’s allotment strategy encourages all sites to eventually become self-managed thereby 
becoming responsible for all site management and maintenance and letting of plots subject to Salford Allotment Rules and 
Regulations. Self-management enables the investment of rents in the allotment sites and improved facilities by gaining grant 
funding unavailable to the city council.  
 

8.3 In response to rising waiting lists and the anticipated growth in demand it is anticipated that the available area on all new 
sites will be divided to provide half-sized plots of 125m² (0.0125ha), which should be an adequate size for most users and 
easier to maintain to a good standard.  Competing demand for land in the city for other recreation and non-recreation uses 
means that a higher standard or size of allotment plot would be ambitious. All new allotment sites should provide facilities to 
a similar standard to include: 
 

 Enclosed site with appropriate 2.4m high fencing and a 3m wide double leaf gate; 
 Half-sized plots of 125m² (minimum of 10 plots per site); 
 Water supply accessible to the whole site; 
 A minimum of 1 toilet or a composting toilet (subject to the site characteristics); 
 Shelter (especially for larger sites, such as a community hut for allotment users); 
 Steel Shipping Container for secure storage, with appropriate screening as required; 
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 Additional land for access, internal pathways and car parking spaces, which should all be constructed using self-
binding gravel; 

 Car parking spaces (disabled and standard parking) based on the number of plots and the availability of on-street 
parking adjacent to the site; and 

 Appropriate ongoing management and maintenance arrangements, to the satisfaction of the city council, preferably as 
a self-managed site. 
 

Existing Provision 
 
8.4 There are twenty-five existing Allotment sites within Salford, which are identified in Table 8.1:  

 
Table 8.1 Existing Allotment Sites 

Site(s) Description 
Claremont & Weaste 
CLW/015 Weaste Allotments  Self-managed site with 93 plots 
East Salford 
ESA/035 Littleton Road Allotments  57 standard plots managed by the city council 
Eccles 
ECC/030 Cleavley Allotments  Self-managed site with 57 plots 
ECC/031 Lorne Street Allotments  Self-managed site with 16 plots 
ECC/032 New Hall Avenue Allotments  Self-managed site with 1 plot 
ECC/033 Tindall Street Allotments  Self-managed site with 54 plots 
Irlam & Cadishead 
IRC/020 Cumberland Avenue Allotments  15 plots managed by the city council 
IRC/021 Dixon Street Allotments  3 plots managed by the city council 
IRC/022 Poorlots Allotments  Self-managed site with 50 plots 
IRC/023 Addison Road Allotments  Self-managed site with 22 plots, reclaimed in 2014/15 
Ordsall & Langworthy 
OLA/010 Tatton Street Allotments  Self-managed with 27 plots provided as part of area regeneration 
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Site(s) Description 
Swinton 
SWI/031 Bingham Street Allotments  7 plots managed by the city council 
SWI/032 Cotton Street Allotments  10 plots managed by the city council 
SWI/033 Destructor Allotments  Self-managed site with 42 plots 
SWI/034 Townsend Road Allotments  Self-managed site with 3 plots 
SWI/035 Victoria Park Allotments  15 plots managed by the city council 
SWI/036 Moss Lane Allotments (Mossfield)  Self-managed site with 29 plots, refurbished in 2016 
Walkden & Little Hulton 
WLH/037 Blackleach Allotments  9 standard and 20 stock plots managed by the city council 
WLH/038 Cawdor Street Allotments  Self-managed site with 28 plots 
WLH/039 Corrie Street Allotments  3 plots managed by the city council 
WLH/040 Tynesbank Allotments  18 plots managed by the city council 
WLH/041 Hilton Lane Allotments  Self-managed site with 13 plots 
WLH/042 Mountain Street Allotments  Self-managed site with 8 plots 
Worsley & Boothstown 
WBO/016 Clovelly Allotments  Self-managed site with 20 plots 
WBO/017 Toad Lane Allotments  10 plots managed by the city council 

 
8.5 There are currently a total of 630 plots across the city. There is a clear spatial dimension to the distribution of allotments 

across the city. Annex 12 identifies the twenty-five existing allotment sites, and the 8 proposed sites to be delivered in 
conjunction with new housing development. The plan highlights that all neighbourhood areas have at least one site although 
these are concentrated in the West of the city. The East of the city is currently served by only three allotment sites. 
 
Proposed Provision 
 

8.6 Additional allotment sites will be required to reduce the current waiting list.  New allotment sites will be considered as part of 
new large housing developments. The area of new allotments (minimum of 10 plots) to be provided on each site will be 
calculated based on the allotment standard and the number of dwellings proposed. Other opportunities will be pursued 
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where possible including parts of open space sites, that are no longer required for their current use, that become available 
for other uses, and as part of Local Plan housing allocations. The following 3 sites (Table 8.2) have an implementation plan 
to deliver a new or refurbished allotment site: 

 
Table 8.2 Proposed Allotment Sites  
Site(s) Description Funding Source 
CLW/010 Duncan Mathieson Playing Fields  New allotment plots* within the site  Enabling development on the 

adjoining site 
SWI/037 Beechfield Allotments  Derelict plots due to be refurbished  Enabling development on the 

adjoining site  
WLH/027 Burgess Farm  A minimum of 15 new allotment 

plots within the site 
 On-site housing development 

* To be determined based on the allotment standard and the number of dwellings proposed 
 
Perceived Deficits and Pressures 
 
8.7 At a citywide level, 630 plots were available in July 2018 equating to 5.4 plots per 1,000 households. This falls significantly 

below the NSALG standard of 20 plots per 1000 households, and would require almost a three-fold increase in provision to 
meet the standard. Adapting the NSALG standard of 20 plots per 1,000 households would require the creation of an 
additional 1,701 plots based on the existing provision and total number of households in the city17. 

 
8.8 The scale of new residential development being planned for and the rising population in the city is likely to have a significant 

impact on the achievement of the NSALG allotment standard. If additional plots are not provided the current deficiency will 
be compounded and the percentage of households which meet the defined standard will fall. The city council is taking steps 
to increase the level of provision in all neighbourhood areas, subject to appropriate funding being available: 
 

                                                 
17 Based on 116,573 households within the city, as derived from Council Tax Returns (residential properties) for July 2018 dataset, and citywide 
allotment plots available in July 2018. 
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 Refurbishment of existing sites – working with Salford Allotment Federation and other partners to bring previously 
derelict allotment sites and plots back into active use; 

 Use of existing open spaces – considering parts of sites in council ownership that are not required for their current or 
last use that could be suitable for allotment use, particularly some amenity areas; 

 Housing allocations – the Local Plan identifies housing allocations, some of which require new allotment plots to be 
provided on-site as part of new developments. 

 Contributions from new developments – residential developments that are not providing allotment plots on-site will be 
encouraged to make a financial contribution towards off-site provision;  

 Land acquisition and temporary use – the 1908 Small Holdings and Allotments Act (s25) provides powers (subject to 
resources for acquisition and the strength of the case) for local authorities to acquire private land for allotments by 
lease, compulsory hire or compulsory purchase18. There may also be some potential to create ‘temporary allotments’ 
on land that was not acquired for that purpose (thereby avoiding statutory protection) until it comes forward for 
development. However ceasing the temporary use can be contentious; 

 Half sized plots – a policy of offering half plots (125m²) to new tenants has been successfully applied and enables more 
people to take on an allotment. 

                                                 
18 Communities and Local Government and Local Government Association, A Place to Grow: a Supplementary Document to Growing in the 
Community (March 2010), p10. 
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9 Public Amenity Space 
 
9.1 Public amenity space is managed in such a way that it provides the opportunity for informal sports, recreation and relaxation 

near to where people live and work. Outside of formal greenspaces, such as parks, these spaces also offer a visual break 
within built-up areas. 
 

9.2 The Salford Revised Draft Local Plan identifies a local recreation standard requiring: 
 
 A minimum of 0.45 hectares of publicly accessible amenity space per 1,000 residents 

 
9.3 The Public Amenity Space standard adopted in Salford is based on the principals of the NPFA standard. It requires public 

amenity open space to be provided of a scale and kind commensurate with new residential development. In determining the 
appropriate level of public amenity open space that should be provided the SPD refers to a number of factors: 
 
 The proposed on-site provision of private amenity space (e.g. gardens, communal spaces, roof terraces); 
 The scale, quality and accessibility of existing public amenity open space; 
 The availability of other greenspaces such as park and natural greenspaces; 
 The density of the urban form and the potential contribution that additional amenity spaces could make to the 

attractiveness of the area; and 
 The NPFA standard for informal children’s play space of 0.4-0.5 hectares per 1,000 people. 

 
9.4 There has been a small reduction in the number of public amenity spaces in recent years however the minimum local 

recreation standard has been exceeded throughout the majority of the residential areas of the city. 
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10 Accessible Woodland 
 
10.1 A woodland standard has been introduced through Salford Draft Local Plan. This new local standard is based on the 

Woodland Trust standard which promotes public access to larger areas of woodland. These sites are supplemented by 
smaller woodlands, for which a local standard has not been proposed but also have significant value. Opportunities to 
provide additional woodland areas will be considered, where practicable.    
 

10.2 The Salford Revised Draft Local Plan identifies a local recreation standard requiring: 
 
 All households to be within 4,000 metres walking distance of a publicly accessible woodland of at least 20 

hectares in size 
 
Existing Provision 
 

10.3 There are five existing Accessible Woodlands of at least 20 hectares in size within Salford, which are identified in Table 10.1:  
 

Table 10.1 Existing Accessible Woodland Sites 
Site(s) Description 

East Salford 
ESA/001 Kersal Dale  Mixture of mature woodland and neutral grassland bordered by the River Irwell, which are 

designated as a local nature reserve and site of biological importance 
Irlam & Cadishead 
IRC/005 New Moss Wood  Woodland and open space owned and managed by the Woodland Trust 
Swinton 
SWI/001 Clifton Country Park  Woodland and meadows, which is a local nature reserve and site of biological importance 
SWI/003 Slack Brook Open 

Space 
 Woodland and meadows within the Irwell Valley, managed by the Forestry Commission 

Worsley & Boothstown 
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Site(s) Description 
WBO/001 Worsley Woods & 

Wardley Woods 
 Woodland, which is a local nature reserve and site of biological importance, managed by the 

city council 
 
10.4 There is a clear spatial dimension to the distribution of Accessible Woodland of at least 20 hectares in size across the city. 

Annex 13 identifies the 5 existing sites.  
 
Proposed Provision 
 

10.5 Opportunities within the city are constrained by the size of woodland areas required to meet the local standard. 
Notwithstanding this, the city council will work with landowners and partners to bring about new sites where practical. The 
performance of this local standard is only likely to be improved by negotiating public access to existing sites or through 
additional planting at existing sites that already have significant areas of accessible woodland, such as at Blackleach 
Country Park. Two existing large areas of woodland are located in Worsley & Boothstown at Botany Bay Wood and 
Middlewood. These private woodlands are both in excess of 20 hectares in size but they have restricted public access.   
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11 Monitoring and Review 
 
11.1 The following indicators will be used to assess the effectiveness of the Greenspace Strategy SPD, and they are linked 

directly to the standards in the policies above: 
 

1. % of households with access to a Local Nature Reserves (LNR) 
2. % of households within 2,000 metres walking distance of a Strategic Natural Greenspace (SNGS) 
3. % of households within 500 metres walking distance of a Local Natural Greenspace (LNGS) 
4. % of households within 3,200 metres walking distance of a District Park (DP) 
5. % of households within 1,200 metres walking distance of a Neighbourhood Park (NP) 
6. % of households within 1,000 metres walking distance of a Neighbourhood Equipped Area for Play (NEAP) 
7. % of households within 500 metres walking distance of a Local Equipped Area for Play (LEAP) 
8. Net increase of Allotment Plots within each Neighbourhood Area (city council and self-managed) 
9. % of households within 4,000 metres walking distance of a publicly accessible woodland of at least 20 hectares in 

size 
 
In order to monitor these indicators, it will be necessary to update the audit of greenspaces regularly. There will be separate 
monitoring of sports pitches in the city based on short, medium and long-term improvements identified in the latest Playing Pitch 
Strategy and Action Plan.  
 
The existing Greenspace Strategy has proved very successful at protecting and enhancing greenspaces across Salford since it 
was adopted in 2006. Salford has progressed from having one District Park (the largest type in the city) available in 2005/06 to ten 
in 2015/16.  Improvements have been secured to existing Neighbourhood Parks, and a completely new park at Green Grosvenor 
Park in Broughton was created as part of a wider regeneration scheme. There has also been significant investment in other types 
of facilities including country parks, play areas, and youth and adult facilities such as skateboard ramps and green (outdoor) gyms, 
as well as improved connectivity with enhanced routes along Irwell River Park, the Bridgewater Canal and a number of Looplines.  
 
Table 11.1 identifies the performance of the progress with the local recreation standards since the SPD adopted in 2006, as well as 
details for the new aspirational standards, which are expected to be adopted through the Local Plan. 
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Table 11.1 Performance against the local recreation standards 2005/06 to 2017/18 
 Indicator Performance 
  2005/06  

(SPD Baseline) 
2010/11 2016/17 2017/18 

1 Proportion of households with access to a Local Nature 
Reserve (based on 1 hectare / 1,000 population) 

Not monitored (standard 
proposed 2016) 

62% 
(6 sites) 

58.5% 
(6 sites)  

2 % of households within 2000m walking distance of a 
Strategic Natural Greenspace 

50.8% 49.6% 45.1% 
 

48.0% 

3 % of households within 500m walking distance  
of a Local Natural Greenspace 

47.3% 45.7% 52.6% 
 

53.0% 

4 % of households within 3200m walking distance of a 
District Park 

21.0%  
(1 site) 

90.8%  
(7 sites) 

95.8%  
(10 sites) 

96.1%  
(10 sites) 

5 % of households within 1200m walking distance of a 
Neighbourhood Park 

69.0% 80.6% 76.0% 
 

76.2% 

6 % of households  within 1000m walking distance of a 
NEAP 

63.3% 57.4% 61.7% 
 

89.9% 

7 % of households within 500m19 walking distance of a 
LEAP 

33.1% 
(400m) 

36.8% 
(400m) 

44.9% 
(500m) 

44.8% 
(500m) 

8 Allotment plots per 1,000 households  
Not monitored (standard 

proposed 2016) 

5.5 5.4 
9 Proportion of households within 4,000 metres walking 

distance of a publicly accessible woodland of at least 
20 hectares in size 

61.9% 
(5 sites) 

61.4% 
(5 sites) 

 TOTAL HOUSEHOLDS  113,354 116,573 
 
Review 
The audit of greenspaces and the playing pitch assessment will be reviewed annually to update the performance of the local 
recreation standards of the SPD. These will help to identify if there is a need for the SPD to be reviewed. 

                                                 
19 Prior to 2016/17 the walking distance to a LEAP was 400 metres. The walking distance was increased to 500 metres in 2017/18. 
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12 OPEN SPACE GLOSSARY 
 
Open Space Abbreviations 
 
AWP All-Weather Sports Pitch (also known as All-Terrain Pitch or ATP) 
CP Country Park 
DP District Park 
GIS Geographical Information System 
LAP Play Area for Younger Children (Surface markings only) 
LEAP Play Area for Younger Children (Local Equipped Area for Play) 
LG Local Natural Greenspace 
LNR Local Nature Reserve 
MUGA Multi-Use Games Area 
NEAP Play Area for Older Children (Neighbourhood Equipped Area for Play) 
NP Neighbourhood Park 
OS Other Outdoor 

Sports Facilities 
(both Youth and 
Adult) 

Includes: 
 Bowling greens; 
 Tennis courts; 
 Multi-use games areas; 
 Outdoor  gyms; 
 Mini-football (hard surface only); 
 Athletics track or jogging/fitness circuit; 
 Basketball courts; 
 Skateboarding and wheeled-activity facilities; and 
 Youth shelters. 

PAS Public Amenity Space (Informal Children’s Play Space) 
s106 Section 106 funding, also known as planning obligations, provided by 

developments towards infrastructure including open space 
SBI Site of Biological Importance 
SG Strategic Natural Greenspace 
SP Sports Pitch Predominantly grass pitches for: 

 Football; 
 Cricket; 
 Rugby League; 
 Rugby Union; and 
 Hockey. 

SRR Strategic Recreation Route (Off-road, existing only) 
 
Neighbourhood Areas 
CLW Claremont & Weaste 
ECC Eccles 
ESA East Salford 
IRC Irlam & Cadishead 
OLA Ordsall & Langworthy 
SWI Swinton 
WBO Worsley & Boothstown 
WLH Walkden & Little Hulton 
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Annex 1a Total Greenspace and Accessible Greenspace by Neighbourhood Area (2017/18 compared to 2005/06) 

Type/Neighbourhood Area  
Claremont & 
Weaste (ha) 

Eccles 
(ha) 

East Salford 
(ha) 

Irlam & Cadishead 
(ha) 

Ordsall & 
Langworthy (ha) 

Swinton 
(ha) 

Worsley & 
Boothstown (ha) 

Walkden & Little 
Hulton (ha) 

Total (ha)
 
 

 2005/0
6 

2017/18 2005/06 2017/18 2005/06 2017/18 2005/06 2017/18 2005/06 2017/18 2005/06 2017/18 2005/06 2017/18 2005/06 2017/18 2005/06 2017/18 

Urban Open Space (ha) 56.53 53.77 57.26 63.31 99.25 164.72 48.36 48.28 13.88 28.00 71.46 61.31 22.39 21.43 74.47 83.91 443.60
 

524.78

Wider Green Space (ha) 28.64 33.53 75.82 72.64 100.60 114.04 216.40 338.99 39.65 37.54 352.99 358.51 400.93 391.33 299.92 280.16 1514.95
 

1517.54

Total Greenspace (ha) 85.17 87.30 133.08 135.95 199.85 278.76 264.76 387.27 53.53 65.54 424.45 419.82 423.32 412.76 374.39 364.07 1958.55
 

2151.47

Accessible Greenspace (ha) 73.19 54.03 115.70 103.17 
 

144.69 204.37 109.15 210.21 18.36 31.11 349.33 332.0 117.20 120.02 208.91 192.25 1136.53
 

1247.16

 
Annex 1b Greenspace by Type for each Neighbourhood Area (2017/18 compared to 2005/06) 

Type/Neighbourhood Area  
Claremont & 
Weaste (ha) 

Eccles 
(ha) 

East Salford 
(ha) 

Irlam & Cadishead 
(ha) 

Ordsall & 
Langworthy (ha) 

Swinton 
(ha) 

Worsley & 
Boothstown (ha) 

Walkden & Little 
Hulton (ha) 

Total (ha)

 2005/06 2017/18 2005/06 2017/18 2005/06 2017/18 2005/06 2017/18 2005/06 2017/18 2005/06 2017/18 2005/06 2017/18 2005/06 2017/18 2005/06 2017/18 
 

Population 
 

 
21,357 

 
21,797 

 
34,564 

 
35,605 

 
34,687 

 
39,464 

 
19,157 

 
20,067 

 
18,959 

 
27,129 

 
33,492 

 
35,502 

 
19,763 

 
19,634 

 
34,124 

 
34,735 

 
216,103 

 
233,933 

Country Park           192.28 187.60   41.03 32.39 233.31 219.99
Local Nature Reserve   - 4.47 40.52 40.52     47.24 47.24 28.77 28.77 28.34 28.34 144.87 149.34
Woodland 4.99 5.28 22.27 22.20 44.73 45.09 53.50 52.70 1.39 1.39 109.15 84.26 239.76 238.16 82.10 70.89 550.30 519.97
Site of Biological Importance   8.08 8.11 44.29 27.06 34.67 36.11 8.42 8.80 50.52 68.59 213.56 212.50 100.73 100.50 460.27 461.67
River, Canal, Stream, Brook 6.20 7.17 13.03 13.34 30.96 29.91 39.32 39.09 33.34 33.82 15.50 25.54 12.06 12.05 1.19 1.19 151.48 162.11
Lake / Reservoir       2.94 2.94   8.57 8.57 3.47 3.47 7.78 7.78 22.76 22.76
Pond - 0.28 0.03 0.02 0.39 1.53 0.74 0.76   0.55 0.55 0.79 0.92 1.35 1.45 3.85 5.51
Loopline / SRR (area in hectares)   3.35 2.19       14.38 21.26 31.36 21.06 31.38 30.37 80.47 74.88
Golf Course       38.46 50.47   38.81 38.23 91.42 90.06 50.85 61.77 219.54 240.53
Cemetery 11.40 11.40 14.83 14.63   0.84 0.84   18.12 18.12   1.08 1.08 46.27 46.07
Allotment 2.69 2.69 3.62 3.62 2.70 2.70 2.24 2.11 - 0.38 3.22 3.27 1.06 1.06 5.11 5.10 20.64 20.93
Public Amenity Space 3.36 3.62 18.04 12.14 17.92 18.14 23.78 27.43 4.92 1.18 144.90 137.64 22.03 24.30 60.63 63.51 291.86 287.96
Derelict / Disused  3.09 - 2.17 12.53 8.33   2.51 0.77 4.71 22.81 - 4.65 4.18 35.13 23.93 76.95
Other Urban Open Space Site   4.73 -         2.08 - 6.46 - 17.67 -
Air Field (Private)       49.19 49.21         49.19 49.21
                   
Sports Pitches  26.14 21.84 32.83 39.78 56.97 78.51 24.81 21.65 3.23 2.43 35.02 35.63 10.24 10.33 35.17 32.48 224.41 242.65
Other Outdoor Sports Facilities 
(both Youth and Adult) 

4.87 5.94 5.16 5.21 3.22 2.36 1.75 1.74 1.06 0.67 1.95 1.10 1.58 1.67 2.12 2.89 21.71 21.58

Equipped Children’s Play Space 1.74 0.93 1.45 0.80 1.65 1.66 2.13 1.38 1.33 0.36 1.18 1.09 0.32 0.21 1.01 0.99 10.81 7.42
Public Amenity Space (Informal 
Play)  

23.78 24.52 17.82 14.73 37.41 78.36 19.67 21.22 8.26 23.04 33.31 21.45 10.25 7.42 36.17 45.94 186.67 236.68

Buildings and Ancillary Facilities - 0.54 - 2.98 - 3.69 - 2.29 - 1.50 - 2.04 - 1.80 - 1.61 - 16.45
 
Note: Selected site areas have been calculated more than once depending on the type of facilities. For example, one of the Country Parks will also have been audited for other features including as a 
Local Nature Reserve and Woodland. The population figures are based on the Census 2001 (average household size of 2.3 people) for 2005/06 and the Census 2011 (average household size of 2.3 
people) for 2017/18. 
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Annex 2 Salford Greenspace 
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Annex 3 Existing and Proposed Local Nature Reserves 

 



Salford Infrastructure Delivery Plan - Open Space, January 2019 
81 

Annex 4 Existing and Proposed Strategic Natural Greenspaces
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Annex 5 Existing and Proposed Local Natural Greenspaces 
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Annex 6 Existing District Parks 
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Annex 7 Existing and Proposed Neighbourhood Parks 
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Annex 8 Existing and Proposed Neighbourhood Equipped Areas for Play 
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Annex 9 Existing and Proposed Local Equipped Areas for Play and Existing Local Areas for Play 
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Annex 10 Existing Sports Pitches
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Annex 11 Existing Other Outdoor Sports Facilities
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Annex 12 Existing and Proposed Allotment Sites 
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Annex 13 Existing Accessible Woodland

 


